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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Resular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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THE NATIONAL AIR. RACES AT PHILADELPHIA 


The 1926 National Air Races opened at Philadelphia on Saturday afternoon, 
September 4th, with two keenly contested races for civilian pilots and a spectac- 
ular air circus, which kept the larze crowd interested until darkness settled 
over the Model Faris Flying Field in Southwest Philadelphia, 

Basil Rowe, of Keyport, N.J., flying a Thowas iiorse S-4E, equipped with an 
Aeroaarine T,B, wotor, easily won the contest for low powered notors, the first 
elimination race for the Aero Club of Pennsylvania Trophy. There were seven 
entries in this race, and. Rowe's average speed over the trianguler course total- 
ling a distance of 60 miles, was 109.59 miles per hour, Capt, Victor Dallen, 
formerly of the Royal Flying Corps, piloted a Waco-9 into second place, while 
Charles "Gasey" Jones was third. The prizes were $500, $300 and $150. 

The Free-for-All Independence Hall Trophy Race for civilian two, three or 
four-seater planes, over a distance of 84 miles, 7 laps of 12 uiles each, was 
won by Charles "Casey" Jones of Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., one of the most 
widely known pilots in the United Statos. Flying a specially constructed Curtiss 
Oriolo, stripped of all exterior bracing and with the lower winss cut dow to 
about half size, he averazed 136,11 miles per hour. Skill in handling his clipped 
wing ship on the turns enabled Jones to finish ahead of the Sesqui Wing-Arrow, the 
“Mystery Ship" in this race, This ship, piloted by Jaues G, Ray, and built by 
Harold F, Pitcairn, a wealthy aviation enthusiast of Philadelphia, reached a speed 
of 145 miles per hour in a preliminary test trial over the speed course, but only 
made 127.81 m,p.h, in the race, First prize for this race was $1,000; second 
prize, $600, and third prize, which went to Walter Beech, was $400. The latter's 
average speed was 126.02 m.p.h, 

The "On to the Sesqui" race, a cross-country event, for a trophy and $1200 
in cash, was won by Fred D, Hoyt, of Eureka, Calif., who with Al May, of Portland, 
Oregon, flew a "Travehair", powered with an OX-5 motor, from his home to Philadel- 
Phia in 31 hours flying time and 146 hours elapsed tise. Second and third places 
went respectively to Austin Lawrence and Ross Arnold, both of Dallas, Texas, the 
former's prize being $800 and the latter's $500. 

On Monday, September 6th (Labor Day) a relay race for low powered couisercial 
airplanes, a "Jenny" race, with National Guard pilots competing, and a series of 
wishaps, caused by the wuddy condition of the field, kept up the interest of the 
crowd of about 7,000 spectators who gathered at the model Farus Flying Field for 
the second day of the National Air Races. The iud in wany places was six inches 
deep, makinslanding and taxying very difficult, 

The teaa of three planes, headed by basil L. Rowe, handily won. the relay 
race for the "BLT" Trophy and a cash prize of $500. Charles "Casey" Jones and 
A.H. Kreidler, the latter of Hagerstown, Md., were the other two pilots on the 
teou, In this race the passenger was required to race 200 yards, carrying a 
pennant, and tie it on the strut of the plane in the tean which was to fly the 
next lap, Four teams were entered in this race, but one entry, that of the 
Pitcairn Aviation, Inc., was disqualificd when the pilot took off before the 
starting cun, The Travel Air Manufacturing tcan of Wichita, Kansas, ‘ade age 
of Fred D, Hoyt, winner of the "On to the Sesqui" race, E.P. Lott of — “a 
and R.H, Depew, of Now York City, who flew a Fairchild — was third, the 
Ludin: Exhibition tenn of Philadelphia was an easy second, : 

Tl eases pice brought out coum entries from National Guard {tying Rear 
of New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland, The New York pilots nage a clean swesp 

: te ak a Can . Lieut. Carl W. Rach of the 
of this race, finishin« in the first three places. mee ies OF 
Willer Field detachment, made the seven laps of the 84-mile pay ig" epi See 
speed of 93,08 miles an hour and outdistanced his competitors by ioe CF cea 
seconds. His fastest lap was the fifth, which was covered at a spee ° 
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second and third, ani iiajor Willias », Tipton, tine werylane entrant, was fourth. 
besides winning the trophy donated by C.T. Ludinston of Philactelphic, Lieut, Rach 
received. $500 prize .oney, Second place drew ,30C, and third and fourth places 
3150 each, 

The first event cf the day's prograu was the duration races for the iiciel 
airplanes for the iulvihill Truphy, Twenty saodei airplanes, including threc iron 
the Society of wolel aeronautical En;ineers of We:biey, England, were entered, 
The winner, who receive. $200 in prize ucaey, was Jack Loughner, 16 yecrs old, of 
the Northwestern High School of Detroit. His wodel remained in the air for two 
minutes, 31-2/5 seconds. Second prize of 3100 went to Joserh A. Lucas, of the 
Illinois tiodel Aero Club of Chica.co, whose model flow for two iminutes, 9-%/5 
seconds. sertraiflond, of Peru, Ind., winner of the trophy last yoar, was third 
with a flight of one iwinute, 57-2/5 seconis. 

-Earlier in the day Capt. Victor Dallin, while landing his Waco, had the en- 
tire top of his ship wrecked by a U.S, Mail DeHaviland, piloted by J.D. Hill. 
Because of difficulty in gettinz off in the aud, the undercarriage of the DH 
struck the Waco and cut half-way through the win; within a few feet of Dallin's 
head, After the relay rece, Charles "Casey" Jones and-Lieut. George.E.Decourssy, 
of Philadelphia, while taxyinz their planes across the field, nosed over when 
their landing gears stuck in the mud, 

Set. James Pearson, of Mitchel Field, N.¥., brought the spectators to their 
feet when he jwiped from a Ifartin Bomber from a heizht of 2,000 feet and fell 
nearly 500 feet in a free drop before opening his parachute. He was competing in 
a landing to a mark contest, which was won by Sgt, ilendricks, attached to the 
Army Squadron stationed at the Sesqui-Centennial Exhibition. , 

Just as the races finished, another torrertial downpour drenched the specta- 
tors. This heavy rain trausforiued the field into a quagaire, and as a result it 
was necessary to postpone the races scheduled for the 7th to Sunday, Sept. 12th, 

The feature race of tue prograa on September dth was the one for the Aviation 
Town and Country Club of Detroit Trophy, which was won by C.C. Chaupion, Jr., of 
Washington, D.C., pilcting a Wrizht-belianca isoncplane, powered with a 220 hep. 
Wright Whirlwind engine. This rac8@for speed and ervficiency over y6 wiles, or 8 
tines around the l2-:ile triangular course. Chaipion carried a load of 1,292 
pounds, In the speed test of the event, Charles "Casey" Jones, with his clipped 
wing Curtiss Oriole, was locked upon as a heavy favorite. James G. Ray, however, 
piloted the Pitcairn Sescui Winz-Arrow over the course at an average speed of 
136.373 miles an hour, for a total flyinz tine of 42 uinutes and 14.23 secouds, 
and won easily. Jones' tine was 43 iinutes, 35 seconds, ani Champion's speed was 
considerably slower, but the weizht carricd was much greater than that of any 
other ship and, according to the rules of the contest, the latter won the trophy. 
Walter Leech placed third in the speed feature and second in efficiency, and 
Henry D. Dupont was third in the efficiency contest. 

In the second elinination for the Aero Club of Pennsylvenia Trophy for civil: 
ian planes over a 60-mile course,'Fred D. Hoyt was the winner, averaging 96,55 
miles an hour. Second place was won by D.H. Davis of Atlanta, whose average 
speed was 95.56 ailes an hour, and third place was won by Lloyd C. Yost, of 
Conynhau, Pa,, with an average speed of 94.36 miles an hour. The last two naued 
pilots flew Waco airplanes, 

Lieut. Frank H. Conant, U.S. Navy, was the winner of the wilitary aerial 
acrobetic contest for pilots of the Aruy, Navy and iiarine Corps, and was awarded 
the trophy by its donor, Mr. Edgar L. Bamberger, of Nowark, WJ. Lieuts. George 
T. Cuddihy and Georse R. Henderson were placed second and third, respectively. 
The Army was not entered in this event, 

Four planes took off almost et dusk coupeting for the Aero Digest Trophy and 
the Betsy Ross Trophy. This first nidcet airplane race, over a 50-nile course, 
10 laps of 5 miles each, was won by E.B. Heath of Chicago, who piloted his tiny 
monoplane "Tom Boy" et an average speed of 91.99 miles an hour. Second place © 
went to A.H. Kreider, wic also piloted a monoplane, and third place to Harold J. 
Laas, with his Driccs Dart, of Dayton, 0. Charles W. Meyers, of Hagerstown, Md., 
was uneble to coapleve the race, having a forced landing on his ninth lap. As 
two of the planes, those of Heath and Meyers, were powere’ wita the sritish ~ 
Bristol "Cherub" en zine and the other two with the Awericun Wrizht Morehouse a2r 
coole2 engine, the race took on somewhat of an international aspect. 

The day's racin., was starred by three accidents, one of thei, which resulted 
in the injury of Sct. H.R. Jordan, being due to the uuddy condition of the field, 
as the wiartin Bouber in which he was a passenger nosel into the ud after the . 
landing, causing hia to te thrown ageinst the edge of the cockpit. The other two 
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accidents were crashes in the course of the races, no injuries being suffered by 
the pilots, 

The principal event on Thursday, Sept. Yth, was the Liberty Ensine builders’ 
Trophy Race for observation type airplanes, over a course cf 144 miles, 12 leps 
of 12 miles each, which wes won by Lieut, 0,.L. Stephens, Army Air Corps, with an 
average speed of 142.25 miles an hour, flyinz time 1 hour, 43 seconds. Lieut. 
Aubrey Hornsby, Ar.y Air Corps, was second with an clapsed time of 1 hour and 55 
seconds, and Licut. G.T.- Owens, U.S, Navy, was third, There were 14 Ariay Air 
Corps entrants in this race, viz: Major J.H. Pirie, Captains C.B. Oldfield, C.&. 
Colgan, lst Lieuts, Aubrey Hornsby, 0,L. Stephens, all piloting the Curtiss 9-1, 
and Major J.N. Reynolds, Capt: J.H. Davidson, Lieuts. P.E, Skanse, L,S. Webster, 
W.C, White, Harold G, Peterson, R.L. Fisher, C.P. Cousland and G.S. McGinley, 
Piloting the Douglas 0-2, 

The final race for the Aero Club of Pennsylvania Trophy was won by Robert 
P, Hewitt, of Philadelphia, in a Waco-9, who covered the 84-mile course in 46 
uinutes, 56 seconds, or at an average spesd of 107.516 miles an hour. Second 
place went to Basil Rowe in a Thorias Morse, with an average of 104.32 miles an 
hour, and third place to Charles "Casey" Jones, who also piloted a Thomas Morse. 

The field was still water-soaked and suuddy, wide strotches of water cover- 
ing sections of the landing area, A Loening aiphibian, entered in the Liberty 
Engine builders’ Race by the Navy, came to grief early in the afternoon, when 
the landing gear sank in the soft wud. 

In the interval between.the two races of the day's prograiu, a squadron of 
Arawy planes entertained the spectators with stunt flying, while Amy Air Corps 
pilots gave an exhibition of breaking balloons with the wings of their planes. 

Eighteen planes were ertered in the Valley Forge Trophy contest for preci- 
sion in landinz civilian planes. The rules provided that pilots stop their 
wuotors at not less than 1,000 feet and then slide to a wark on the field without 
the aid of the isotor, Douzlas Davis, in a Travelair achine, won the trophy and 
$200 when he brought his wachine to within five feet of the landing mark. Janes 
Ray in a Crowning plane was second at seven feet, and C.C. Chamberlain in a 
Bellanca T. was just ten inches further away. 

Interest on Friday, Septeber 10th, was centered on the Liberty Bell Trophy 
race, limited to large capacity airplanes, carrying a useful load of 1600 lbs., 
with an additional load of not less than 340 pounds for a crew of two men, or 
dead weight in lieu of them. Lieut. LeRoy M. Wolfe, Army Air Corps, who won the 
race, flew the 120-mile course, 10 laps of. 12 silos each, at an averae speed of 


123,714 miles an hour, Lieut. Kenneth Walker, Ariay Air Corps, was second, with 


an average speed of 119 miles an hour. Third place went to Lieut. J.lu. Davies 
and fourth to Cart. F.I. Eglin, both of the Army Air Corps. All of these pilots 
flew the.Huff-Daland LB-1, The other Aray entrants in this race were Captain 
Ralph H. Wooten and Lieut, E.M. Morris, piloting the Douglas Transport. 

While the race was in progress Lieut. Alford Williaus, the Navy's speed 
pilot, gave a thrilline exhibition of stunt flying over tho heads of the crowd. 
The second and only other race of the day was for the John Le Mitchell 

Trophy, linited to pilots of the lst Pursuit Group, Army Air Corps, Selfridge 
Field, wiich, This race was also over a course of 120 wiles of 10 laps. Each of 
the nine contestants flew a Curtiss P-]l vursuit plane. All of the planes were 
identically the same, but Lieut. L.G. Ellicott manuged to push his plane around 
the course a few seconds faster than the others and was the winner with an aver- 
age speed of 160.43 miles an hour in an elapsed time of 44 win. 56.62 seconds. 
Captain F.H, Pritchard, who took second place, covered the course in 4+ uinutes, 
57.95 seconds, and Lieut. J.J. Williaus, third, sade it in 45 minutes, 0.12 sec, 
Other Army Air Corps participating in this race were kajor Thomas G. Lanphier, 
its, Vactor H. Strahn, Luther S. Smith, L.H. Rodieck, C.J. Crane, K.J. Gregg and 
W.L. Cornelius. 

The naval-operated dirigible LOS ANGELES landed at tho flying field at 3:30 
in the afternoon, the first time she was brouzht to the cround at any place 
other than her home station at Lakehurst, N.J. The LOS ANGELES left Lakehurst at 
11:00 a.m. and cruised over several lew Jersey cities before she was sighted fror. 
the flyinz field. Two hurdred sailors and Marines from the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard assisted in brintinz the big ship to the ground. nd 

Major-General Lason M, Patrick, Chief of the Ar.y Air Corps, arrived on the 
field just before the first of tho eix licht borhing planes took off in the 
Liberty Bell Trophy Race, Durirg this rece, Sept. Yer® Fonck's New York-Paris 
Sikorsky plane, in which he wiil try to make a non-stop flight between I'ow York 
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and Paris, passed over the ficold on her return journey from Washineton to New 
York. 

by far the largest crovd of the meet sttended the cortests on Saturday, 
September llth, the main interest beine in the free for all military pursuit plano 
race for the Kansas Citv Rotary Club Trophy, This race was hela in lieu of the 
Pulitzer Trophy classic, that event havinz been abandoned this year because of 
lack of international competition and the non-entry cf representatives of the 
Ariay and Navy. Lieut. C.T. Cuddihy, U.S. Navy, won the race by the narrow margin 
of 25 seconds frou Lieut. &.C. Ellicott, of the Aray Air Gorps. In winning this 
race, Lieut. Cuddihy cade the ten laps around the l2-mile course at an average 
speed of 180.49 .:siles an hour, in an elapsed time of 39 minutes, 52 seconds. ile 
flew a Boeing FB-3 with a 600 h.p. engine. Lieut. Ellicott, who piloted a Curtis: 
P-2 with a 550 h.p. Curtiss engine, sisilar to that used in the Pulitzer Trophy 
Race last year, covered the course in 40 .inutes end 18 seconds. Captain Roes ¢, 
Hoyt, Aruy air Corps, came in third, waking the course in 42 uinutes, 7 seconds, 
Other Aruy Air Corps entrants in this race were Lieuts. John I. Moore, C.C. liutt, 
H.T. Mccormick, Ab. Ballard, C.E. Cruurine and Wa. J. sickiernan. 

The race for the Detroit News Air Transport Trophy was won by ¢.C. Chaipion, 
Jr., who piloted his Wricht-Eellanca cabin monoplane over the 12C0-nile course in 
an elapsed time of 59 uainutes, 14.64 seconds, carrying a load of 1,650 pounds, 
Louis G. Meister, Jr., in a Buhl-Verville “Airster" was second, flying the course 
in an hour and .65 seconds. Third place was won by Major R. W. Schroeder in the 
Ford-Wright tri-aotored airliner. idajor Schroeder handied this giant ship as if 
it was a pursuit ship, bankinz steeply around the pylon in front of the judzes' 
and timers’ stands. 

Press reports stete thet fewer than 20,000 nersons attended the neeting 
during the six days, aidinz that the committee in charge had to contend against 
adverse weather coniiticns which kevt the field covered with rud and water. It 
is understood that the ceficit will aadunt to about $100,000, which has been un- 
derwritten by the City of Philadclvhia, 

The. final day of the cisht deys' flying on Sunday, September 12th, was featur. 
ed by the Noveity Race for civilien flyers for the PFenjanin Franklin Trophy, the 
sport plane rece for the Scientific Auerican Trophy, and the sport plane race for 
the Dayton Daily News Trophy. The Benjamin Frankiin Trophy event was a relay race 
and.the tean headed by Basil L. Rows was the winner, flying over the 36-nile 
course in 18 :inutes,-12.52 seconds, or an average sp2ed of 118.62 iiles an hour, 
As in the previous relay race, the contest was a combination airplane and foct 
race, the passenzer in the plane being required to run 200 yards at the ccupletion 
of each lap. Rowe's tean mates were Charies “Casey” Jcnes and A.H. Kreicer, 
Second place went to the Ludington Exhitition Co., whose pilcts were Iobert P. 
Hewitt .and John Thropp, 3d, of Philadelphia, and Douglas Davis, of Atlanta, Ga. 

In the widget airplane race for the Dayton Daily lhews Trophy, E.h. henth, 
veteran aviator and airplane builder of Chicago, flying a tiny Heath sport plane, 
was the winner. he covered the 50=.1ile course at a speed of €6.45 miles an hour. 
Harold J, Laas od Dayton, Ohio, flying « Driszgs Dart, was,second with a speed cf 
82.76 a.p.h., while A.H. Kreider, in a K.R.A. widget, was third, with a speed of 
76.77 «ailes an hour. ‘i 

Parachute jumping by petty cfficers of the Navy and other stunts furnished 
the spectatcrs with plenty of thrilis, 

In the sport plane event of sixty miles for the Scientific Auerican Trophy, 
Kreider turnei the tables on Heath, winning with an averace speed of 94.49 niles 
an hour, The best Heath could do was 91,26 miles, Both flow the same planes as 
in the previous sport plane rece, Third place went to Clerence Chasberleain. of 
Hasbrouck, Heights, N.J., who averaged 69,34 2iles an hour in his Sellanca Dip.ans. 
This event brouzht to a close the eight days of flying, during which the contus- 
tants covered close to 350,690 miles without a serious accident. 

For the information of Army Air Corps pilots, it should be stated that the 
procedure followed in the selection of participanss for the National Air Races 
was as follows: 

The commanding officers of ell steticns at which tactical units were locvte 
were directed to select one entrant for the races frou euch tactical oryanization. 
For instance, tho Counanding Uificer of Langley Field was directed to choose one 
pilot from each of the Boaba:duent Squadrons for entrance in the Large Capacity 
Airplane Race, and one enura. froa the Observation Sauadrons for entrance in tue 
Observation Type Airrlane Race, The Teetical School was arbitrarily given an 6n- 
trant in the Free-for-Ail iiilitary Pursuit Ship Race. Yhe Fairfield and San > 
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Antonio Air Intermediate Depots were civen two selections, while kelly Field 
received three and Brocks Field two, The Office, Chief of Air Corps, was given 
three selections, For the four P-2 airplanes and the five O-1 airplanes, the 
pilots selected to fly them were chosen by lot. There were fourteen entrants 

in the Observation Type Race, and these fourteen selections were placed in a hat 
and five of the.a were drawn out by General Fechet. These five were selected to 
fly the five 0-1 airplanes. The sae uethod was followed in selecting the pilots 
to fly the P=2 airplanes. 

The Aray pilots who participated in the races have nothing but praise to 
offer for the courteous treatment they received in the City of Brotherly Love. 
The Race Comittee took special pains to see that the Air Corps officers were 
properly taken care of. Pilots’ wings were all that was needed to gain adizission 
to any part of the field. Four boxes were set aside for the use of Air Corps of- 
ficers and their fasilies. Guest cards were issued for the Pen and Pencil Club, 
the Penn Athletic Club and other organizations. Participants in the races were 
given the choice of board and lodging at the Sylvania Hotel or $5.50 a day. 

The races were rather long drawn out, due to the fact that the schedule was 
spread out over too long a period, and partly to the fact that the Arny and Navy 
ships were operating from the Naval Aircraft Factory while the races and shows 
were held at the Model Farms Field. 

The Free-for-All Pursuit Race, held on Saturday, Sept. llth, was the fastest 
race ever timed for the number of ships entered. Six ships were disqualified 
for cuttins the pylons, The air-ccoled Liberty P-l showed up remarkably well. 

An unusual feature of the race meeting was the demonstration of the “Voice 
from the Air". The Sikorsky airplane flew across the field at about 2,000 feet 
altitude With the motor throttled. A loud speaker was installed in the plane 
and one of passengers in the plane sanz various songs through it, The music 
was picked up very clearly from the ground. 

The composite squadron stationed at the Sesqui-Centennial staged some excel- 
lent formation flying, liartin Bombers, 0-2's and P-l's all being in the sane 
formation. 

--- 000-<-~- 


THE PROPOSED FLIGHT AROUND SOUTH AWERICA 


The War Departizent contemplates a flisht around South Auerica by five Arny 
airplanes. The State Departuent has requested the varicus countries on the route 
of the proposed flight for permission to fly over their territory. Favorable res 
plies have been received from sowe of them. Until replies shall have been re- 
ceived from all of the countries concerned, the War and State Departments deen it 
courteous not to discuss the route or the detailed plans for the flight. 

The Secretary of War issued the following statewent on additional inforua- 
tion concerning the flight: 

“Phe purpose of this flight is to strengthen the amicable relations already 
existing among the American Republics, to Jeuonstrate the feasibility of aerial 
transportation and communication between: these widely separated nations, and 
finally to subject the auphibian planes to a severe service test over both land 
and water. 

The amphibian airplane, which was developed under the auspices of the Arny 
Air Service by the Loening Aercnautical Corporation, represents one of the most 
progressive recent developments in aviation. This sirpléemehes both wheels and 
a boat-like body whereby it is enabled to ali,ht equally well on land or water. 

Though definite plans cannot be announcsd until the State Departuent has 
learned the wishes of foreign nations concerned, it is hoped that the flight may 
start from San Antonio, Texas, scmetine in the late fall. Efforts will not be made 
to attain speed records, stops being so arranged as to permit the personnel of ti 
flight to visit the capitals of the nations along the itinerary and give opportu- 
nity for examination of the airplanes by such observers of those natiems as may be 
interested in the developsent of comercial air transportation, 

It is estinated thet the total cost of this flight will acount to about 
$54,000, which is dec.ued a wise investizent in view of the thorough test to be ob- 
tained both as to these particular airplanes and as to the practicability of air 
Communication between the nations of the western henisphere. ; 

The ten pilots chesen to participate in the provosad flight are as follows; 
Major Herbert A. Darwe (in charge); Caniains Arthur B. wcDaniel, Ira C. Beker, 
Clinton F. Woolsey, lst Lieuts. Berrard 5. Theivson, Leonard D. Weddington, Chas, 
McK, Robinson, Muir S. Fairchild, Ennis C. Whitehead und John W, Benton, 
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ANOTHER ERRAND OF MERCY FOR THE AIRPLANE 


; The last issue of the NEWS LETTER contained an account of how the life cf a 
~Zeyear old boy, bitten by a rattlesnake, was saved through the prompt dispatch 
via airplane from San Antonio, Texas, to Sanderson, Texas, of a vial of anti- 
crotalus serum, ‘ 

Several days previous to the above incident an airplane from Kelly Field was 
used for a similar mission, and the following letter tells the story: 
“July 20, 1926 
Major Frank M, Andrews, A.S., 

Acting Commandant, 

Air Service Advanced Flying School, 

Kelly Field, sic ivpis 
Dear Major Andrews: 

I want to thank you on behalf of the Antivenin Institute of America 
for your prompt compliance with my request for an airplane to carry anti- 
crotalus serum and a medical officer to a man dying of a rattlesnake bite 
at Hagle Pass, Texas, 

The request was made about 11:30 a.m. July. 13, 1926, and your plane > 
Piloted by 2nd Lieut, Edward F. Booth, A.S., left at 12: 45 p.m. carrying 
the serum and Major Raymond.E.:Scott,.M.C., Station Hospital, Fort sam 
Houston. Arriving at 1:50 p.m. the seven was administered at 2:0C p.m 
te Jesus Ramiez, a Mexican ‘citizen who was in an extremely severe condi- 
tion, 
I am enclosing herewith a letter from the Sheriff of Maverick County 
showing the appreciation of the people of both sides of the International 
line. 

I request that our thanks be extended to Lieut, Booth for the able 
and efficient manner in which he performed the duties assigned him, 

Sincerely, 
M. L. Crimmins, 
Colonel, U. S, Army, Retired." 


The letter from Sheriff Albert Hausser, dated July 14, cddressed to 
Colonel Crimmins, reads as follows: 
"Dear Colonel: 

In behalf of the citizens of this county I wish to thank you , 
and Major Scott for the splendid service rendered Jesus Ramirez who was 
bitten by a rattlesnake, 

This boy is a Mexican subject temporarily in the United States 
and I assure you that the entire Mexican population on both sides of the 
river feel very gratified." 


Reverting to the case of the 12-year old boy, the day following the flight to 
Sanderson by Lieut. A.Y.Pitts, Air Corps, accompanied by Major R.E.Scott ,Medical 
Corps, the latter received the following telegram from Mr.R.F.Robertson, County 
Health Officer, Terrell County, Texs: 

"Am glad to report to you that the serum you gave Gilbert Lowden yesterday 
has acted like a charm and he wants to return tomorrow. We are thankful to 
all concerned for the promptness in helping us out at this critical moment." 

Mr. T.L.Williams, Superintendent of Sanderson Schools, forwarded the follow- 
ing letter to Major Scott: 

"Permit me in the name of Sanderson's people to extend to you our 
appreciation 6f the act of kindness and goodness in coming to our town in 
the interest of one of our citizens to administer the serum treatment to 
the little 12 year old boy of Mr. Lowden, who was bitten by a rattlesnake 
last Friday. This boy, as you know, was ina precarious condition when you 
reached our town. Fe was withering under the agonies of the most excru- 
ciating pain and all hope of his recovery seemed despaired of, when you 
appeared out of the cleuds bringing that cure which aided his restoration 
to health, There were many moistened eyes of joy when the sound of your 
plane was heard, for we felt sure that God dedicated this work to you in 
bringing relief "to the suffering and ~~ to the distressed father, This 
Act of kindness and goodness on your pert, and that of vour pilot, Lieut. 
Pitts endeared both of you to our adh ct, Nothing can elevates & man in 
the eyes of his fellow man, and endear nim to their hearts than an act of 
goodness. We feel proud that we live under the stars and stripes where 

-6< V-5596 ,A.C. 








[——y 


aa Gh ot Se «ott (at bt 


eon 2 2 cote OB Ae Oe 






as 












the feeling of congeniality exists and the love of our fellow min is upper- 
most in all things, Again thanking you and Lieut. Pitts for this act of 
kindness, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
T.L.Williams, 
Supt. of Sanderson Schools." 


Colonel Crimmins also sent a letter of thanks to Major Andrews, stating that 
he felt confident that the patient's life was saved due to the skill of the pilot, 
Lieut.Pitts, in handling the ship and the promptness in which the trip was made, 

---0U0--- 


PRUDUCTION AT FAIRFIELD AIR INTERMEDIATE DEPOT 


The following overhauls were completed at the repair shops at the Fairfield 
Air Intermediate Depot during the month of July: .23 DeHaviland airplanes, 29 Curtiss 
JS, S ATe1, 2C-1, 2 PT=1, 4 G-1, 3 O-2, 1 Pel, 3 PelA and 2 Vought - Total 74 
airplanes; Engines - 30 Wrights, 24 Liberty, 2 D-12, total 56, 
-~-000--- 


PLANES REMODELED FOR GUNNERY PROJECTS 


Four special DH4M-2 airplanes are being remodeled at the Repair Depot, Fair- 
field Intermediate Depot, for use in aerial gunnery projects. Complete sets of the 
latest types of radio receiving and sending equipment will be installed,together 
with approved devices for towing targets through the air. Inasmuch as these gun- 
nery tests will probably be made at night, the airplanes will be equiped with the 
latest type of night-flying apparatus. Instead of the old wind-driven generator,an 
electric motor-driven generator is now used. The radio set is known as the SCR-134. 
Either telegraphic signals or the voice may be used for both sending and receiving. 

Five thousand feet of steel cable are carried on the tow target reel.The wind 
pressure, acting on the. target, carries it any desired distance up to the limit 
imposed by the length of the cable. The. letting-out of the target is controlled by 
a brake drum. When the target cable is wound up, a foot-operated clutch is used, 
the power being obtained from a small wind-driven propeller, These four specially- 
equipped airplanes when completed will be. flown to Phillips Field, Aberdeen,Md., 
whers the gunnery work will be undertaken in connection with other ordnance proj- 
ects at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds.” : é 

---000--= 


LOENING AMPHIBIANS RECEIVED IN PHILIPPINES 


The two Loening Amphibians which arrived in the Philippine Department on the 
last trip of the Transport MEIGS were greeted with a great deal of interest, They 
were uncrated and assembled and are almost ready for their first flights. The 
NEWS LETTER Correspondent states that it is expected that they will prove to be 
exceptionally good ships for cross-country flying in the Philippines where the 
pilot is greatly restricted when flying either a land plane or seaplane, 

---00C-+- 


MARYLAND AIRMEN COMPLETE HNCAMPMENT 


The 29th Division, Air Corps, Maryland i!ational Guard, completed their two 
weeks ' encampment period at Langley Field, Va,, on 4ugust 14. Of the 17 rated 
pilots in the organization, 18 qualified for piloting service type airplanes, 
Major W.D.Tipton,A.D., Maryland National Guard, was in command, Captain Edward 
C.Black, Air Corps, is the regular army instructor on duty with them, 

---000--~- 


STATE OF DELAWARE PHOTOGRAPHED FROM THE AIR 


The flying and laboratory work of the 20th Photo Section at Langley Field, 
Va., in making a mosaic of the Otate of Delaware and giving 4 liberal overlap in- 
to the adjoining states has been completed. The pilot on this pro ject was lst. 
Lieut. George C. McDonald, Air Corps, and the photographers Technical Sergeant 
Vernon H,Merson and Staff Sgt. Herman L.Chestnutt. Each photographer covered abu 


half of the State. ; 
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A total of 103 flying hours were necessary to cover about 3000 square miles, 
covering 20 flying days. The equipment used was a DH4M-2P airplane with Fairchild 
Aerial Camera K=3 and. 10-inch cone... single lens, A total of, 2918 negatives were 
made and 5836 prints.. This. mapping } was carried out at an. altitude of 12,500 feet, 
giving @ scale of 1/15000. This work was done at the waquest of the Department of 
the Interior, Geological survey,, 

The pedeonnel engaged in this work feel that they have seen much more of the 
State of Delaware than the oldest inhabitant the State ever had. 
~--000--- 


(cel.. s+ += ‘SHORT WAVE .RADIO-EXPERIMENTS IN HAWAII. 


The Wheeler Field Communications Department has been experimenting with shor 
wave communication and is now operating in the amateur 40 meter band under the ca, 
letters of 6DEA, Two way- communication has been:had all over the west coast and 
mountain states, and at points on the eastern coast of the continental United 
States, . :Refinement ‘of the receiving apparatus-is expected-to make two way radio 
possible. with-any: point in the. United. %tates, Philippines and. the Canal Zone. ‘Air 


Corps stations: operating in this - wave “length “pand are. requésted to make connection: 


with 6DEA whenever possibie, . -The station is. _in. operation nightly between: 6 and _ 
1l p.m,, Honolulu Standard Time, 
All apparatus used was designed and built “ty. the Communications seetieliuas 
under the supervision of Lieut. .W, ,G,Smith .and- Sgt, Dorcy. 
-~-0U0--- 


SECRETARY. DAVISON, VISITS. AIR. CORPS ‘FIELD. 


t 


-The Honorable Trubee F. Davison, “Assistant ‘Secretary of War for Aviation, made * : 


his first official. visit at Wright Field, Fairfielg, Ohio, on “ugust 12th, With 
him were Generals James £. Fechet.-and, William. E. Gilimore | and Saptain R.L, Walsh. | 
fhe visitors: were Feceived by the. Commanding Officer, Ma jor George He. Brett. On 
the same: day, Captains I.H,.Edwards. and Ralph y.- Wooten arrived in 0-2 airplanes: 
from Washington, -Qn-the following morning ‘Secretary Davison and General Fe shet 
left for Scott Field, Captain. Wooten acting.as pilot for Mr. Davison and Catain 


Edwards for General Fecket. ‘They arrived. at Scott Field at 1:30 p,m,.,and during 


their visit at the: field were.the- guests of Lieut. ~Col, John A. Pae gelow, 

‘An’ inspection was-made of the. Air. Intermediate. Depot ,. the barracks and mess 
of the- 9th: Airship Company,- the’ ‘activities. of the- Air. Corps Balloon and Airsh_p 
Schodd\’* Several confetences were held with Col. Paege low. ‘Before their devzart 
for Chanute Field, at 8:00 a.m. August 14th, they stated they were highly sitis-* 
fied with the conditions of the post and with the. ‘results | being’ accomplisheil by 
the post's personnel, 

igre 0O0One= . 


rRaw ME PACERS TESTING AT SCOTT FIELD ‘ 


~ 


A test -of esiidehuten was PRES Ly oa Ou. at Scott Field, Belleville ,ill., the 


chutes, with ‘dummies attached, being-dropped from a captive balloon at ar altitude’ 


of 100° meters (328 fest). The - average time. of opening was 2-1/5" seconds, counted 
from the instant they were-ripped until they were .fully opened. Twenty chutes 
were tested from one balloon, and the total. time for ascent, dropping, descent ang. 


attaching of the dummy was two hours, 
-=-=000-"-, 


DEDICATION: OF AERO. CLUB HOUSE. AT COLUMBUS, OHTO, 
Several udanloua: 3 were: ie from Wright Field, Fairfield, “Uhio August: alist 
to assist at the didication of the club house of. the Coluribus ‘here ‘CIub ‘at No myan 


Field, The pilots’ representing Wright Field were. ‘Captain Bowaasd - ‘Laughlin ,Lisw vite | 


R.E.Selff ,L.J.Maitlan¢e,H,A.Rarton, Ray A. Dunn and 63 U.Perry and Kebinson, Reser:s 


living near Wright Field, 
. ---000---. 
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A crash oceured at Wright. ‘Field, “‘Paartasie, ohio About 13+ 30. a.m. the 
day. The first man to: repel. the.-injured, pilot was Mr, J.HiHonaker of “the: cave 
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guard. The pilot, who was unable to give his nare, was suffering from severe in- 
juries to his right foot and abrasions on the neck, with possible internal injuries. 
He was assisted to the post hospital wheres “is wounds were dressed, After partak- 
ing of @ little food, the pilot appeared muth refreshed ani he walked a few steps, 
but he was not able to tell his name or say where his home was located, The Post 
Surgeon took a personal interest in the condition of the unfortunate aviator and 
believed that a night's rest would do him much good, 

Guard Honaker reported a slight injury to the tip of the right wing -- we might 
as well tell you that we do not mean the wing of the airplane but the wing of the 
aviator -- for he was a great blue heron, as big as a toy in the seventh grade. 

He has stayed at Mr, Honaxer's house ever since, and if he does not voluntarily 
fly away he wiil be given to the Cincinnati Zoological Gardens 
---000--- 


CATERPILLAR CLUB MEMBER RECEIVES OFFICIAL PIN VY 


The Caterpillar Club is net a mythical organisation as some were led to be- 
lieve. The NEWS LETTER Correspondent from Luke Field, Hawaii, states that Lieut. 
Cc, D. MeA}hister, of the 19th Pursuit Squadron, recently received the pin desig- 
nating his membership in the Caterpillar Club, an organization formed by the Irvin 
Airchute Company, and composed of aviators who have "crawled" out of an airplane 
and used a parachute to save their life, Lieut. McAllister qualified for member- 
ship while training at Kelly Field, Texas, 

~--000+-- 


RESERVE OFFICSR3 COMPLETE TRAINING AT FT. SAM HOUSTON 


The third class of Reserve Officers, Air Corps, to be trained at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, during the present season, numbering 25, completed their two weeks' 
course of training on August 30th. With a few exceptions they are all members of 
inactive Pursuit units end hold flying ratings, as follows: Airplane pilots, 10; 
Junior Airplane gn. 11; and only two non-rated officers, who are members of 
inactive service squad drons, ‘+heir names are as follows: Major Fred Feasel of 
Albuquerque, N.M,; Majer Bernard Cummings, Craig, Colo.; Capt. C.W. Childress, Jr., 
Ist Lieuts. J.R.J3ynes,W.3.Moore, 2nd Lieuts. Mck. '.Clark and J.B. Watson, Fort 
Worth Texas; Ist Lieut, J.2. Caldwell, Denver, Colo.; Capt. L. C. Geisendorf, 3as*- 
land, Texas; lat: Lieut. E.E. Peake and 2nd Lieut. T.J. Parks, Corsicana, *exas; 
Ist Lieut. W.A. Black, Dallas, Texas; lst Lieut. F.E. Haddon, Mercedes, Texas; 
and Lieut, A.R. Malloy, Palestine, Texas; 2nd Lieut, A. LeR. Whittaker, stephen- 
ville, Texas; 2nd Lieuts. F,D. VYoed and AAT, Ecoromy, Duncan Field,Texas: 2nd Liew’ 
C.F. Harkey, Katimcy, Texas; 2nd Lieut. R.N. Huget, Houston, Texas; 2nd Lieut. VeP, 
lePreton, Alamegordo,N.M.; end Lieut, 4,7, Hantsche, El Paso Texas; 2nd Lieut. 

D, Bartle, Phoenix, Ariz., and 2nd Lieut. C.B. Cheese, Elbert, Colo. 

The progress made by all Reserve Ufficers under training at Fort Sam Houston 
was eminentlysatisfactory, and the eagerness and enthusiasm with which all worked, 
ground as well as air, was a source ef much gratification to the regular officer 
personnel under whose instruction ali training was done, 

The scheme of instruction in use at Fort 0am Houston this season has proven te 
be the best heretofore used. Each officer, upon arrival, was assigned to duties in 
addition to his regular training, such as supply Gfficer,Enginoering Officer, Para~ 
chute Officer, Mess Officer, uperations Officer, Adjutant, etc., and was required 
to so study his work that in case of an emerge nev he would be capable of filling 


the position in which trained. 
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CIVTL AVIATION IN CANADA 


In the Revort on Civil Aviation for 1925 recently issued by the Dominion of 
Canada Department of ‘ational Defense, there is much of interest as regards the 
aerial activities in this part of the British apt te while, viexed from the stanc- 
point of aviation generilly this report constitutes an excellent record of remar 
able progress that has been and is being made in lpia pid as 2 whele. 

Referring to the vrogress made in Oanada, the report s ates it is noteworthy 
that, while in practically every other csumry rae, main effert has been the opera- 
tion of State subsidised or operate’ oir cary lee for carriage of pass sengers, raiij: 
or express, development in Cansda has heen on Guite different Lines, » te the 


present, in Canada flying has been used principally as an improved ‘nied of obse.’- 
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vation, Straight transportation werk has been subsidiary to this, and has been 
undertaken only when other modern facilities were lacking. This development, pe- 
culiar to Canada, arose from natural conditions existing in this country after the 
Armistice, Foresters, surveyors and those charged with the administration and de- 
ve lopment of outlying districts had watched the progressive growth, in capacity and 
efficiency, of aircraft during the war, They were fully alive to the possibilities 
of aircraft for incréasing the efficiency of their sorvices, There was, therefore 
an immediate demand for aviation in these lines of work the moment men and machines 
were available to develop them, The importance of air mail and passenger services 
was not lost sight of, but inquiries had shown that the establishment of an organ- 
ized system of air transport throughout the country would entail a very large 
capital and operating charges, without holding out much promise for some years of 
any adequate returns, It was therefore decided to concentrate on those services 
for which there was an immediate need; in forestry and aerial surveying; in trans- 
portation toremoter parts of the country; and leave for the time being the de- 
velopment of air routes to countries where the natural conditions were easier, 

the population and traffic denser and conditions altogether more favorable for 
experimental work, 

In Canada, as elsewhere in the aviation world, there has been a steady and 
satisfactory progress during 1925, There is little that is novel or spectacular to 
report. The year has rather. been one of consolidation of the ground gained in past 
years and the improvement of existing organizations, The services for the better 
protection of the forests and the preparation of forest inventories have increasec 
the number of aircraft in operation of the areas served. Additional bases have 
been established and, with increasing familiarity with the problem, greater effi- 
ciency has been obtained. The provincial Government of Ontario, satisfied with ths 
results obtained in their first year of State operation, increased their forces 
materially, Their central depot at Sault ste. Marie has been completed during the 
year and provides a fully equipped, modern hangar, workshop and storehouse of fire- 
proof construction, unequalled for its purpose in Canada or elsewhere. In Manitoba 
the R. C. A. F, have enlarged the area under fire patrol, at the request of the 
Dominion Forest Service, by the addition of a new base at Cormorant Lake. 

In Quebec the amount of flying done has increased with further support and 
interest from the province, In British Columbia a season of exceptional fire- 
hazard has again drawn attention to the desirability of making further use of air- 
craft for fire detection and control, 

In the interior of the province there are great stretches of territory still 
without a highly organized system of fire protection and in such districts aircraf: 
can be of incalculable value. ‘he problem is largely a financial one as the cost 
of maintaining adequate fire prevention services, whether ground or air, is heavy, 
A solution must be found if the timber wealth of the province is to be conserved 
for future generations, Primary reconnaissance and forest inventory by air is 
recognized today as the fastest and cheapest method of obtaining information over 
large and particularly over remote areas, Aerial cruises are officially accepted 
equally with those made on the ground in some provinces for certain classes of 
work, Each year sees a growing use by the State and by commercial organizations 
of aircraft for this purposes. 

The report goes on to state that the progress in aerial photography has been 
maintained and the area photographed has shown an increase, in spite of unfavorable 
weather conditions. Its use in encineering surveys has also been extended and to- 
pographical maps, complete with contours, have been produced direct from vertical 
aerial photographs, with only the ground control necessary to fix the scales, 
vertical and horizontal of the pictures, A very large field exists today. in 
Canada for aerial photography, which has revolutionized certain phases of map 
production during the past three years. It cuts down the field work of the photo- 
grapher by at least half, and enables a greater area to be covered each yoar by 
each survey party, A still greater field is in the use of oblique pictures in 
the preliminary mapping of the vast areas lying north of settlement. 

The simple and efficient method, originated by the late Dr. Deville, of 
mapping from oblique photographs has ben employed by the. Topographical Survey 
during the past three vears with astonishing results. It has brought within the 
sphere of possibility the production, within a comparatively few years, of maps 
of the whole Dominion far more complete and as correct in scale as those made by 
present ground methods, In the past three years, with three or four aircraft 
only, 100,000 square miles have been photographed and the resulting maps are now 
being published. 

Another successful phase of civil government activity is cooperation with 
the Fishery Service on the Pacific Coast. This service has been extended greatly 
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in 1925, with satisfactory results, 

Though no progress has been mace in the sstablishment of air routes for the 
regular transportation of passengers, mail, express or freight, yet interest is 
growing in tnis field, ‘he successful operation of the lines in Europe and the 
United otates has shown the possibilities of the problem is being studied in 
Canada by many organizations, Caution in this phase is essential and air lines 
will be developed when the time is ripe, Undue optimism leading to premature 
development and subsequent failure will retard rather than advance progress, 
Meanwhile, much transportation work is teing done in the remoter districts where 
travel is slow and the transport of freight by man power an expensive business. 
Here the usefulness of flying boats has again been demonstrated and the practical 
possibilities of such work proved béyond:all. question. 

The technicai development of aircraft ane ecuipmert is also proceeding. 
first products of Canadian design are now in use. The "Vedette” flying boat, de- 
signed for aerial photography and forest sketching, but equally suitable for 
pleasure flying and light transportation work, after a season's work has proved 
to be a complete success and a credit to her designer, 

A larger fire suppression and freight-carrying twin-engined flying boat, the 
"Varuna" now undergoing her trials, promises equally well. Both these machines 
are produced by Canadian Vickers Limited, and each is fitted with 200 h.p.Wright 
"whirlwird" engines, The importance of continuing this development is really 
great and plans for two further aircraft, specially designed for work in Canada, 
are being considered. The first is a small single-seater boat, fitted with 
wireless, for fire patrol work, to enable these important duties to be carried out 
at the minimum cost, both capital and operating. The other is a special photo~ 
graphic outfit fitted for use with wheels, skis or floats, so that it can be used 
both in summer and winter and under any conditions. 

Taken as a whole, therefore, progress in Can2zda during 1925 was encouraging, 
perhaps more so than in any previous year, As in the past every endeavor has been 
made to keep it on sound lines, as far as possible self-sustaining, and of direct 
benefit to the country. Useful flying should be steadily encouraged end, as 
financial conditions improve, the necessary capital will be forthcoming for its 
expansion, The operations of the past five vears prove that Canada offers 4 very 
wide field for civil aviation, 

During 1925 there were no accidents resulting in the death or serious injury 
of any of the occupants of a machine, whilst the total machine mileage for the 
same period was 255,626, (In 1924 there was onediath for 294,778 miles flown, 
and in 1923, tWo deaths and three cases of injury for 188,098 miles flown.) The 
total 1925 mileage of 255,826, of which seaplanes claimed 218,686 miles, was mde 
up of; 3,171 aircraft flightg or a total of 4,091 flying hours, The number of 
passengers and crew carried was 4,897, the total freight or express, 592,220 lbs., 
and mail 1,080 lbs. 

The total number of aircraft in use was 39, made up as follows: single- 
engined airplanes, 11; float seaplanes, 1; boat se&planes, 26 - the experimental 
tvin-engined "Varuna" is not included. here are two firms manufacturing aircraf*, 
eight firms operating aircraft, and two firms employing aircraft as auxiliary 
service. A total of 34,000 sq, miles was covered by aerial recomnaissance and 
3,193 sq. miles were photographed, 

---Q00<-=- 


The 


PROGRESS OF CIVIL AVIATION IN GREAT BRITAIN 


The annual report on the progress of civil aviation in Great Britain for 
the period April 1, 1925 to March 31,1926, just issued, shows an increase in the 
number of passengers carried as compared with the previous year,despite the fact 
that slightly less mileage was flown, While the passengers increased from 13,478 
to 14,675, tho mileage decreased from 890,000 to 865,000, indicating more economi~ 
cal operation by the use of larger airfraft, The weicht of cargo transported 
amounted 456,1 tons, which is less than the previous year but an increase over any 
earlier year, 

The effieiency 6f the British air transport services on the basis of flights 
completed without interruption is indicated by the fact that out of 4,179 flights 
commenced, 3,888, or 92 percent, were ininterrupted, and a further 148 were com- 
pleted on the same day after interruption. Unly 143, or 3.4% were not completed 
the same day. This result compares fairly closoly with that of the previous yea:, 
when 94 pereent of flights commenced wore uninterrupted and 3,7% were not com- 
Pleted on the same day, 

Involuntary landings on regular air transport services are again shown to ° 
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attributable to weather in about 50 percent of the eoses and to engine or installa- 

tion failure in about 33 percent cf cases. lLaidings caused by weather are due in 

the main to poor visibility, and this table thus erphisizes the importance of the 

work thst is in progress with the Leader Cable, Neon lights and other aids to fly- “ 
ing when visibility is unfavorabls mF 

In the past vear no accident ‘ pesultine in death or injury occurred in either . 
air transport flying or other flying for hire. ince 1919, air transport flying ; F 
amounting to 4, 563,000 riies has now been earried/aith only four accidents 114 
causing the death of passengers. This is equivalent to one such accident in a aiy 
4i stance flown corresponding to 46 times around the equator. ther flying for hir: ‘ 
has maintained its freedon from fatal accident for the fourth successive year, 

Only one serious accident to foreign aircraft occurred in England during 
the period under review, This involved a French machine employed on the cross- 

Channel route, and unfortunately resulted in loss of life, 

The report states that the full fleet of machines in use by Imperial Airways in 
within the preseat summer is as follows, the figures in brackets denoting the se2t Wit 
ing capacity of each machine: 33:Handley Page W, 8. B's (14); 1 W.8F. (12); 14,8, Wa. 
(i4), 2 Armstrong-Whitworth "Argosys" (20); 4W. 10's (14); 1 Vickers Vulcan (6); Bre 
and 2 Dellavilland 50's (4). It is pointed out that as compared with last year Oo: 
the seating capacity of tne Company's fleet is increased from 119 to 178, the Te 
nersepower from 6,825 to 10,999 anithe pay load from 23,000 to 37,000 lbs, Ca! 

Four of the Imperial Airways DeY 34 machines have each completed 300,000 mil : thi 
in the air, while a Handley Page W, 8B. has completed 2,0CO hours of flying, In 

~--000--- : ti 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR INSPECTS FOPE FIELD th 

Responding to a call from Assistant Secretary of War Hanford McNider who, e 
as ex-National Commander, was attending the Arsrican Legion State Convention at 
Hickory, N.C., two DeH planes, transport and escort, respsetively, took off from 
Pope Field, N,C,, with a view to enabling the Secretary to visit Fort Bragg en 
route to Washington without interrupting a pre-arrangéd schedule. 

The transport pilot, lst Lieut. W.F.Robinson, taking advantage of a slight ha 
delay at the take off, preceded theezcort plane about twenty minutes and con- Aj 
siderable anxiety was occasioned at the other end by his non-appearance, Not En 
having a desirable landing field at Hickory, the Lecretary was transported by 
automobile to Lenoir,N.C,, some 18 miles distant, immediately after delivering in 
a responsive address to the Legicn assembly at ll: a.m. tr 

Lieut. H.V, Holden, the Fove *ield Air Corps Detachment Commander, obligingh fo 
gave up his seat as observer in the escort ship, allowing Secretary LigHider to re 
lose no time at the hands of the delayed transport, and the return flight got 
under way on schedule, me 

After about 30 minutes en route the pilot hecame concerned about his passen- 
ger's comfort, being able to see only the top of his helmet for a censiderable 
time until he discovered that the Secretary Was deeply immersed in a book, appa- 
rently oblivious of everything else despite an overcast sky and an exceedingly 
unfavorable terrain beneath, thereby establishing himself in the pilot's opinion 
as a veteran airman, Ne 

At about that time the transport plare rade ite appearante on the horizon, 
headed towards Lenoir at tcp speed inc dosrerate effort to "make good", and was ] b 
signalled to fall into formation accompanjin, the ‘light the balance of the | : t 
return journey, proving the oid sav of "All's ~oll that ends well," Lieut, oe 
Robinson's trouble was of a minor naire, 

Upon arrival at Fort Brace it -«s learned that a battery of artillery had’ - 
been placed on the border of the fiving field,and the secretary was obliged to t 
receive their salute whiis percred upon the rear cockpit of the ship and trying + 
to extricate himself from his fiyisg equipment, 

Accompanied by Major Gener2?i Hagood, Brig.General Bowley, the post dairy : 
and other activities were inspected, and Secretary McNider took an evening train 4 
back to Washington, } 

Lieut. Holden, having previously agreed te address the 105th Engineers, 


National Guard, upon that delicate subiect "The selection of a Landing Viela", ane 
being left upon his own resources at Lenoir to mike his way home as best ho 
might, has since expressed nothing but compassion for that much maligned species 
known as "The Knights of the Road." 
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AIRSHIP TC-5 FLIES Tu SCOTT FIELD 
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‘ The airship TC-5 left Langley Field for scott Field by way of Wright Field 

yi at 6:30 pam, September lst, and arrived at Scott Field, Ill., at 6:20 a.m 

; September 3rd, Strong head winds were encountered most of the way,some rain and 

or thunder storms which tented to delay the trip, The crew on this flight consisted 

of lst Lieut. W.A, Gray, in command; 2nd Lieut. 3.T, Starkey and Warrant Officer 

R.E, Lassiter, pilots; Tech, Sgt. Johnson and Staff Set, quinn, Engineers, The 
flight was mace for navigation experience and training, also to develop an airway 

ac direct from Langley Field to Wright Field, 


_ €e2000se~ 
SECRETARY DAVISON VISITS AIR CORPS FIELDS 


hn The Assistant Secretary of War (in charge of Aviation) Mr. F,Trubee Davison, 
at mde his first official visit at Wright Field, Fairfield, 0., om August 12th, 
With him were General James HE. Fechet, General Wm. E, Gillmore and Captain R. L. 
’ Walsh, The visitors were received by the Commanding Officer, Major George H. 
Brett. On the same day Captains I,H, Edwards and Ralph H. Yooten arrived in two 
0-2 airplanes from Washington, On the following day Secretary Davison and General 
Fechet left for Seott Field, Captain Wooten acting as pilot for Mr. Davison and 
Captain Edwards for General Fechet. During their visit at Scott Fieid they were 
the guests of Lieut,-Col. John A, Paegelow. The visitors inspected the Air 
Intermediate Depot, the barracks and mess of the 9th Airship Company, the activi- 
ties of the Air Corps Balloon and Airship School and held several conferences 
with Col. Paegelow, Before their departure for Chanute Field on the morning of 
the 14th they stated that they were highly satisfied with the conditions of the 
post and with the results being accomplished by the post's personnel. 

~---000--- 


PRODJCTION AT THE SAN ANTONIO DEPOT 


The Engineering Department of the San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot over- 
hauled and repaired the following airplanes and engines during the month of July: 
Airplanes - 12 DH-4N-1, 7 Douglas 0-2, 1 DH-4B, 1 JNH, 1 PT-1, total 22; 
Engines, 24 Liberty-12, 49 Wright E, total 73, 

In addition to the regular production of airplanes for Air Corps activities 
in the 8th Corps Area, the Depot received instructions to prepare one VE-9 for 
the Air Corps Instructor at Rirmincham, Ala.; one for Langley Field, Va.; one 
for Norton Field, Columbus, GUhio, and one for Hartford, Conn. These planes were 
recently delivered. ; 

Another steel Yangar, 200 x 110 feet, is nearing completion and will add 
materially to the much needed workirg space in the Engineering Department. 

---000--- 





A CHARTER MEMPER OF TH® CATERPILLAR CLUB Y 





Sergeant A.L. Budlong, of the 118th Observation Squadron, Connecticut 
National Guard, hartford, Conn., recently sent us the following communication: 

"A society as honorable as the Caterpillar Club should have a charter mem- 
ber, or, if all members are regarded as charter, then it should have a Chief Char~- 
ter Member. This point being settled, I wish to propose the name of Nr, Jordaki 
Kuparento, of Poland, as the 0.°.M. of tue Caterpillar Club. 

It would seem that this bird Kuparento was 4a young Polish lad who was pretty 
much interested in aviation back in the 18th and 19th centuries. Balloons being 
the only things he coulé practice on, he made several ascents in fire balloons = 
the type where you built a bonfire under your bag and let nature do the rest, 

On July 24, 1808, young Kurapento went up with his fire balloon, carrying 
the fire with him to prolong tho flight, This was a mistake, because at 4 con- 
siderable altitude the bailoon caught fire and history records that he simply 
hopped over the edge in the approved fashion and "descended safely by means of a 
parachute", ; 

Heavens knows what he used, but at any rate, doesn't he rate the title?" 
---000--- 






CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE MAKES PARACHUTE JUMP 










From a DH-4M1 plane piloted by Lieut. Robert E. Selff, a voluntary para- 


chute jump was made, Thursday, August 26th at an altitude of nine thousand, 
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six hundred feet) by C.W. Van Campsn, civilian ernployee of the Field Service 
Section, Wright Field. The parachute functione? perfectly 
of approximately two hurdred feet, 

The following statement was made by Mr. Van Campen after the “jump: 

"Thursday, Aucust 26th at 10:10 a.m,, I took off in a DH«4Mi piloted by 
Lieut. Robert E. Selff, Executive “fficer of the Field Service Section, pre- 
paratory to my initial parachute jump. Before leaving the ground I'd received 
my final instructions from representatives of the parachute branch on the how 
and wherefore of parachute jumping and was all set for a climb of twenty minutes or 
more as it was estimated it would take that long to reach 10,000 feet the altitude 
of the prospective jump, 

After climbing twenty-four minutes we reached an altitude of 9,600 feet and 
were in position, On receiving the thumb-up simmal from Lieut, Selff, I mounted 
the rim of the cock-pit, placed my goggles under the seat and rip cord in hand 
waited for the ‘sell-out signal. It came almost immediately and the next sen- 
sation was of being jerked froma sound sleep by 2 giant hand, The chute opened 
after.a drop of from one to two hunared feet and descended describing an arc of 
approximately one mile, I landed without the slightest injury, almost directly 
beneath the spot where I had left the plane." 


opening after a drop 


=--000--- 
IN MEMORY OF LISUT. EUGENE H, BARKS DALE 


To the Editor: 

I have your wire asking for another article ‘or your September number. I 
have also just received a telegram from Dayton which reads:= Jack Parksdale killed 
this morning, Lost control of plane and jumped but the wing hit him, P.S.K, 

So I can't write you 2 humorous article for this month. There doesn't seem 
to be anything funny about aviation right nov, 

Bo- jack Rarksdale and I have been friends for many years, We sailed together 
on the CARMANIA in September of 1917 - privites first class in the Aviation Sec- 
tion. We went through the Oxford Ground School and learned to fly in England, 

We wet out to the front together in the spring and flew SEs, with the Royal Flying 
Corps, 

He shot down a few Huns and then was shot down himself, He fell on the German 
side of the lines in the shelled area, He got out of the wreckage before the 
Germans got to him and set fire to his plane by firing his very pistol into the 
gas tank. Then he hid in a jearby shell hole, A bursting shell buried him and 
the Germans failed to find him, Later he dug himself out and ran into a patrol of 
British troops who brought him back to the lines, 

After the war he elected to remain in the Army and in late years has been 4 
test pilot at McCook Field, 

Two years ago he was testing a plane and the tail collapsed at 400 feet, The 
plane whipped into a dive so fast that he was thrown from his seat with the safety 
belt still about his waist - torn from its anchorage, He pulled the rip-cord on 
his parachute and it opened when he was only a few feet from the ground, This is 
the lowest jump ever made. 

Six months ago he was testing another plane and a wing fluttered and buckled, 
‘Again he was thrown from his seat ane struck by the disabled wing. Before he lost 
consciousness from the blow he managed to pull the rip-cord and his parachute 
brought him down, But there was a strong wind blowing and he landed hackwards and 
was dragged, injuring his ankles painfully, 

New he is gone, Not only has the Army lost one of its best pilots, one of 
its best testers, but one of the few mon.in the Air Corps who has any personal 
knowledge of bullets, oe 

But where he has gone there are many good men waiting on him who died at 
the stick also, Many more will follow him before Nature will submit her skies to 
man's conquest, ; 

He ia gone, Somewhere in the cane fields of Cuba, his sids-kick, .Bo-peep, 
Waves of airmen all over the world will weep with his wife. 
Rarkscale is gene - 

I stand at Salute? 


is grieving with me, 
But to pilots death is not a tragedy - it is merely the end, 
he died with his hande on the stick - his wings on his chest. 
Yours, 
ELLIOTT SPRINGS, 
‘- From "U.S. AIR SERVICES", 
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WARNING "LU PILOTS FLYING To BOsTON ATRPURT 


The following telegram vas recently received fom tue commanding Officer of 
the Boston Airport; 

“Re quest pilots fiying to Boston Airport pe warned to watch out for sixty 
foot pile driver derrick operating just off north end field stop this derrick will 
be used for about two weeks stop derrick topped with red lanterns at night stop." 

---000--- 


DROWSY PASSENGER WAKES INVOLUNTARY PARACHUTE JUMP y 


‘All of the emergency parachute jumps previously recorded which entitled the. 
participants thereof to life membership in the Caterpillar Club vers mide through 
dire necessity, but the incicent which recently befell lst Lieut. John I. Moore. 
Air Corps, flying instructor at Kelly Field, Texas, is the first one of racord 
where the occupant of the plane was wafted through space right in the midst of a 
siesta, Either the balmy air of Texas or the drone of the Liberty engine must 
have lulled Lieut. Moore to sleep, when all of a sudden he found himself free of 
the plane and headed towards the ground in nothing flat, The story is best told 
by the reports on the incident made by Lieut. Moore and the pilot, Lieut, C,E. 
Duncan. , 

Lieut. Moore's report. 

"I left Waco, Texas, at 4:45 p.m, as passenger in plane #49, (AS 62992), with 
Lieut, C.E. Duncan, A.C,, as pilot. When we were approaching Georgetown, Texas, 
notes were exchanged and it was decided to look over the new flying field at 
Austin, Texas, as I had never been in it, We lost altitude from 2U00 feet to about 
1000 feet, and I had my head forward resting on my arms on the front cowling, the 
plane being a dual instructor's plane. I evidently was dozing, and the next thing 
I knew a sudden, severe bump was encountered and I found myself half way out of the 
plane with nothing to hang on to, I reached for everything in sight, bumbed over 
the stabilizer, and as svon as I was clear of the plane, pulled my rip-cord, The 
parachute functioned perfectly and I made a fair landing in a cotton patch south 
and east of Georgetown, ‘The only injuries received were several skinned places 
and a bruised left leg, none of which are of more than minor nature. A farmer was 
nearby in his car and took me into Georgetown where I called Central and told her 
to notify Lieut. Duncan if he landed that I was OK and would proceed home by bus, 

I went into Austin by bus and called Kelly Field but could not get in touch with 
either Lieut, Pitts or Captain McDaniel, and told the operator to notify them as 
soon as possible, I came on home by bus and reported in person at 11:00 p.m 

Evidently the severity of the bump hit by the plane prevented Lieut. Duncan 
from feeling my leaving the plane, and it was several minutes before he turned 
back to hunt for me. I was off the course he was searching by then and he failed 
to see me, , 

I distinctly remember having my safety belt fastened at ‘aco after taking off 
and cannot account for its coming unfastenod, I have made an examination of it 
this date and it seems to be in perfect condition and functioning properly. 


Lieut, Duncan's report : 

"I was pilot of plane #49 (A.5, #62992) anc left Waco, Texas, at 4:45 p.m, 
August 8th, 1926, with Lieut. J.I. Moore, A.C, as passenger, As we were approach- 
ing Georgetown, Texas, it was decided to look over the new landing field at Austin 
Texas, @s Lieut, Moore had never been in it. ‘We were losing altitude from 2000 
feet to about 1000 feet when an unusually severe bump hit the plane and threw 
dirt from the floor of the cockpit in my face, and the plane seemed to drop about 
200 feet, I was busy righting the plane and noticed nothing unusual for a few 
moments until I tried to attract Lieut. Moore's attention. When he did not answer 
I looked around to see if I could see him, and to my surprise couldn't locate 
him. The thought that he had fallen out did not enter my mind and I thought that 
he was down out of sicht in the cockpit, I landed at Austin and, upon discover- 


ing that he was actwaliy gone, immediately started back searching for him I 


searched for about thirty minutes throughout our course from Georgetown to Austir, 
and then decided there was just time enougn to reach Kelly Field before dark and 
that it would be quicker to come ir by air than to use the telephone report. 
Immediately upon landing at Kelly Field I reporte2’ to Captain McDaniel who got 
in touch with Austin by phone and after some delay received news that Lieut Moore 
was all right and coming in by bus." 

#--000--= 
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PREMIER SPZED PILOT LOSES LIFE IN CRASH 


After lingering in the hospital for a week, Lieut, Cyrus K, Bettis, Army Air 
Corps, premier speed pilot of the United States, passed away at 9:00 a.m, Sept, 
lst, complications developing as the result of the severe injuries he received 
when he crashed against a mountain near Bellefonte, Pa., during a fog. 

Flying back to Selfridge Field, his home station, from the Sesqui-Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia, with two other members cf the lst Pursuit Group, Lieuts, 
L.S. Smith and J.J. Williams, a fog was encountered near Bellefonte, Pa., and 
when it cleared Lieut, Bettis was missing, A search was started, and nearly 48 
hours later he was found by road repairers in the mountains near Middletown, Pa., 
having crawled six miles from the wrecked plane in search of aid, with his jaw 
fractured and his left leg broken. He was placed in a hospital at Bellefonte and 
later brought in a Douglas Transport, piloted by Captain Ira C, Eaker and Lieut, 
J.E. Upston, to the Walter Reed’ General Hospital, Captain A. W. Smith, flight 
surgeon, attended Lieut, Bettis on the way, the Transport being fitted out with 
mattresses as an ambulance, 

It was thought at first that Bettis was recovering, as he had shown no ill 
effects from the hurried trip to Washington from the Pennsylvania hospital, but 
he suffered a relapse due to meningitis developing, and he had not the strength 
left to combat the new complications. 

Lieut, Bettis was buried at Port Huron, Michigan, not far from his birthplace, 
Carsonville, , 

"Lieut. Bettis was 33 years of age, having been born on Jan. 2, 1893, Prior 
to his entry in the Aviation service during the wir he was employed as 4 telephone 
and radio engineer. He was ‘commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in 1918, served as a 
pilot patrolling the Mexican border, and completed a two years' tour of duty in 
the Philippines. Upon his return from the Islands he was assigned to the lst 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mich, 

As @ participant in the John L. Mitchell Trophy Race at Dayton in 1924, Lieut, 
Bettis carried off the honors, averaging a speed of 175,45 miles per hour, 

The following year, in the International Air Races at Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
Lieut. Bettis established his title as premier speed pilot when he broke the record 
for speed over a closed circuit by piloting his Curtiss Racer in the Pulitzer 
Race at an average speed of 248,99 miles per hour, He and Lieut. James H. Doolittle 
who won the Schneider Cup Race last year, were jointly awarded the Clarence Makay 
Trophy for the most meritorious flight of 1925, 

Thé death ofthis popular and well known viet is a distinct loss to American 
aviation, 


---000--- 
WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes in Station: Brig. Gen. Frank P. Lahm, Asst. to Chisf of Air Corps, 
is relieved from assignment and duty at Hdaqrs, 9th Corps Area, Presidio of Say 
Francisco, Calif,, and assigned to command of the Air Corps Training Center. He 
will proceed to San Antonio, Texas, take station, and assume cormand to which 
assigned, ; 

Following officers relieved as students at Air Corps ‘Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly FieId, upon completion of instruction in observation, and proceed for duty 
at stations specified: Capt. James F. Doherty to Langley Field; Capt. Warner B, 
Gates to Marshall Field; Capt. Raymond E, O'Neill to iselly Field, 

lst Lieut, Martinus Stenseth relieved from duty with Organized Reserves, 
Minnesota, to proceed to Langley Field for course of instruction at Tactical. 
School, ‘ 

lst Lt, Horace S, Kenyon, Jr. relieved from detail with Urganized Reserves, 
9th Corps Area, Clover Field, ‘Calif,, and sail for duty in Haw2iian Dept. 

Ast Lieut. Paul S. Wilkins assigned to Crissy Field, Calif,, from Hawaii, 

Major Jacob W.S. Wuest relieved as member of General Staff and assigned to 
duty at Balloon and Airship School, Scott Field, Ill. a 

lst Lieut, Clarence i, Horie relieved from treatment at Walter Reed General 
Hospital and returned to duty at Largley Field, Va. 

“ Ist Lieut, Alfred I, Puryear, Langley Field, to proceed to Walter ‘Reed 
General Hospital forobservation and treatment, 

lst Lieuts, John Y, York, “Jr, and James B, Carroil detailed as students at 

Army Industrial College, Washington, D.C, 
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lst Lieut. George V. iicPike relieved from treatment Walter Reed General 
Hospital to return to his station, NeCook Field, 

Major Paul T, Bock designated as Asst. Commandant, Air corps Technical School, 
Chanute Field, vice Capt, Charles B.LE. Bubb, relieved, 

Major Gerald C,. brant relieved as memoer of General Staff and detailed as 
Executive Officer, Office of Assistant Secretary of War Davison. 

end Lieut, Edmund C. Lynch, Scott Field, ordereu to Brooks Field, Texas, 
for flying training, 

lst Lieuts., Donald R. Goocrich, Procurement Representative at Detroit, Mich., 
Wm. J. Hanlon, Fairfield A,1.D., poe David G, Lingle, McCook Field, to duty in 
Philippines, sailing about December 22nd, 

ist Lieut. James C, Shively, Kelly Field, to duty in Hawaiian Department, 
sailing about January 13t%h, 

ist Lieut, David R, Stinson, Middletowm A.I.D, to duty in Penama, 

ist Lieut, R,W, Probst, Chanute Field, to Panama Cenal Dept., sailing about 
December 2nd, 

ist Lieut. Harlan T, iicCormick, Brooks Field, to the Philippines, sailing 
about January 14th, 

ist Lieut. Clarence H. Schabacker assigned to Brooks Field upon completion 
of duty in Panama Canal Devt. 

Details to the Air Corps and to proceed to Brooks Field for treining, com- 
mencing Sept. 13th: 2nd Licuts. Raymond C. Palmer, Cavalry; Harry McK. Roper, 

Field Artillery; Harvey 1. Boyden, Cavalry. 

Reserve Officers 01 ordered to ective duty: For 6 months flying training at 
Brooks Field, Texas, commencing Sept. llth - 2nd Lieuis. Alien A. Barrie, Thurston 
H, Baxter, Robert H, berg, Charles 5-4. , Draver, Jonn A, Kerr, Arthur E, Larratt, 
Walter P. Piehl, ‘Wm. H. Taylor, Carl F. Theisen, Frecsrick E, Waich, Jr., Ernest 
K, Warburton, Benj. R. Padzett, Blmer F. Knight, James W. Andrew, Loren EK. Meece; 











Sept, 7th = 2nd Laeuts. Oscer F, Carlson and Paul A. Jaccard; Sevt. 9% = - end Lt. 


Edward H., Alexander » Seor. 1th - 2nd Lts. Walter B. whisonand and Roy C. Ploss; 
Sent. 12th = 2nd Ltsy Maivin V, Harlow, Meivin R. Williams, George J. ae 
Lon C. Ingram, Jr. Charles W. Johnson, Manning E, Tiliery; Sept. 13th - end Lt, 
Frank B, Stuart, 

For 15 days on date and at station specified: Langley Field, Va., Aug. 29th - 
Capt. George C. Furrow; Oct. Sth, Capt. Harold =. Weexs; Sept, 10th, Capt. Leo 
Janes Griffin - Rockwell Ficld, Calif., Sept. 12th, Capt. Raymond S. Dickinson - 
Middletown A,I.D., Penna., Sept. loth, Capt. Joseph C. Boyarsky; Sept. 1léth, 
1st Lieut, Aubry F, Diamond - Scott Field, Il1., August 29th, lst Lieut, Wm. 

Edward Huffman and 2ud Lieut. John F, Bolgiano + McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
August 26th, Najor George NM. Brett and 2nd Lieut. Ronald hick. Hazen - Chanute 
Field, Aug, 28th, 2nd Lieuts. Vern C. Davison and Floyd G, Haddon ~ Mitchel Field, 
August, 28th, lst Lieut. foyer W. Williams; _ 29th, Capt. Guy F. Donohoe = 
Kelly Field, August 29th, 2nd Lieuts. Harry W. Fowler and Gilbert Weller - 

Crissy Field, Aug. See Major Anthony E, +4 dtaatnin ~ Selfridge Field, August 
28th, Capt, Elliott W. Springs - Office Chief of Air Corps, Weshington, Sept. 
13th, Captain Henry N, Moore, 

Promotion: 2nd Lieut, Edmund C, Langmead to lst Lieut. with rank from July 

th; lst Lieut. Shiras A, Blair to Captain, June 27th; 2nd Lieut. David W. Good- 
rich to lst Lieut, July 29th, 
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NOTES FRO AiR CORPS FIELDS 





Luke Field, T.H., Ausust 10th. 





The flying training for the Sth Couposite Group for the month of July con- 
sisted primarily of Group maneuvers, with the last of the aerial eunnery occupy- 
ing the second position. The Group maneuvers included problems in group rendez- 
vous, theoretical bowbing attacks on battle fleets, bomb dumps, and airdrones, 
and alert and interception problems, The 19th Pursuit Squadron led the field in 
aircraft hours with a total of i132 hours, 55 minutes. The 72nd was next with a 
total of 124 hours, 50 minutes, the 6th third with 114 hours, 50 minutes, and 
the 23rd last with 110 hours. 

The battle between the 6th and 19th Pursuit Squadrons for supremacy in 
aerial gunnery for the current year finally ended with the 19th Squadron energing 
the victor, The 19th obtained a final squadron average of 69.75%, while the 
rivals were 3% behind with 66.75%. The courses fired were those laid down by 
"Tentative Machine Gun and Bombing Courses for Air Corps Tactical Units". Due to 
the lack of airplanes the courses were cut in half by all the 19th pilots and by 
those 6th pilots firing at the ground targets. The 6th Squadron pilots, however, 
fired their full qucta of shots at the towed sleeve, This year marks the begin- 
ning of the gunnery courses in the Hawaiian Islands and the results obtained were 
in most cases very satisfactory. It is believed that the squadron averages list- 
ed above are very close to a record for the Air Corps, All firing, with the ex- 
ception of Lieut. Cannon's record score on the ground target, was done with the 
MB3A airplanes with improvised sichts. The sights used were of varied design 
but they all embodied the principles of the bar sight first designed by Capt. 
Oliver Broberg at Selfridge Field in 1923. It is believed that the scores would 
have been considerably nigher if airplanes of the PW-8 or 9 type, equipped with 
the latest type sights, had been available. 

The final results of the firinz follow: 19th Squadron low altitude bombing 
scores = Lieuts. C.L. Chennault, 100; L.C. Mallory, 90; C.K. Rich, 70; R.C. 
MacDonald, 55; T. Griffis, 40; W.H. Wheeler, 40; H.C. Wisehart, 35. 

6th Squadron low altitude scores: Lieuts. J.K. Cannon, 110; L.A. Suith, 85; 
D.W. Norwood, 80; H.L. Clark, 75; G.L. iwicNeil, 55; L.Q. Wasser, 55; R.L. meredith, 
390; D. F. Stace, 40; id.N. Clark, 25. : é 

6th Squadron Ground Target, 4 runs, 360 rounds: Lieuts. J.K. Cannon, 98.88); 
D.F. Stace, 93.88%; Capt. H.iM. Elmendorf, 91.66%; Lt. G.L. iicNeil, 77.49%; Lt, 
P.H, Prentiss, 75.83%; Lt. R.L. Meredith, 38.33%; Lt. M.N. Clark, 29.44%; Squad- 
ron average, 72.21%. z 

6th Squadron Tow Tarzet, 8 runs, 720 rounds: Lts. J.K. Cannon, 74.17%; D.F. 
Stace, 75.1%; Capt. H.M. Elmendorf, 71.9%; Lts. J.H. Prentiss, 57.08%; R.L. 
Meredith, 74.4%; M.N. Clark, 69.4%; G.L. McNeil, 27.73%; H.L. Clark, 40.59%. 
Final percantage = Lts. J.K. Cannon, 86.49%, D.F. Stace, 84.49%; Capt. Hull. 
Elmendorf, 81.78%; Lts. P.H. Prentiss, 66.464; R.L. Meredith, 56.37%; hi.N.Clark, 
49.2%; G.L. McNeil, 52.61%, Squadron average, final, for both courses, 66.75%. 

19th Squadron Ground Target, 4 runs, 360 rounds: Lts. C.L. Chennault , 86.88); 
H.C. Wisehart, 90.24; C.K. Rich, 71.11%; W.L. Wheeler, 71.664; 0.P.. Gothlin, 57.33% 
T. Griffis, 83.55%; R.C. MacDonald, 66.23%; L.C. Mallory, 47.33%. Squadron aver- 
age, 71.78%. 

19th Squadron Tow Target, 4 runs, 360 rounds, percentage and final percent- 
age: Lts. C.L. Chennault, 78.39 and 82.63; L.C. Wisehart, 75 and 82.63; C.K.Rich, 
69 and 70,06; W.L. Wheeler, 59,2 and 65.43; O.P. Gothlin, 63.55 and 60.40; C.L. 
Williams, 71.7; J.S. Griffith, 68; C.D. cAllister, 56.93, Squadron average, 
67.72%; final average both courses, 69.75%. 

The Luke Field basevall club finished the Sector baseball season with only 
one defeat chalked up against them in 19 starts. 

The Pursuit officers demonstrated their superiority on the baseball diamcnd 
by defeating both the Staff and the Bombardment teas. 

Capt. Lowell Smith and Capt. Henry Pascale arrived on the Transport CAMBRAI 
July 30th and were assigned to Luke Field for duty. Capt. Suwith will comaand the 
19th Pursuit Squadron while Capt. Pascale will take over the 72nd Bombarduent 
Squadron. Capt, Finter, who was in command of the 72nd, was transferred to the 
command of the 6th Pursuit Squadron. 

Lieuts. R.L. ideredith, C.li. Cuuaings, H.W. Kunkel and wrs. H.J.F.liiller, _ 
dirs. P.H. Prentiss and wirs, A.R. McConnell were passengers on the CAMBRAI on the 
return trip tothe coast. 
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Field Service Section, Supply Division, Fairfield, 0., Sept. llth. 


Lieut. F.P. Kenny agreeably surprised his old friends and associates by sud- 
denly dropping in at the Office of the Field Service Section on August 24th. He 
was at the Field Service Section from 1921 until 1924, but for the past two 
years was on duty in the Philippines - gone but not forgotten. With Mrs, Kenny 
he is now proceeding leisurely by automobile from San Francisco to Washington, 
D,C,, after which he will go to his new station, Brooks Field. 

Major Jacob E, Fickel, Chief of Property-Requirenents Section,Washingt on, 
D.C., spent several days here conferring with Field Service personnel relative 
to distribution of supplies, requirements, catalogs, and maintenance of aircraft 
equipment, Major Fickel was very much pleased with the progress being made in 
cleaning up supply problems, 

Lieut. William J, Hanlon, who is spending several months at the Office of 
the Chief of Air Corps, visited the Field Service Section recently for the pur-~ 
pose of ferrying a night- at radio-equipped DH-4M2 to Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds. 

Lieut, E.C. Whitehead made a quick flight to Washington and return on 
Sunday, August 29th, for the purpose cf carrying some charts and stateuents 
which had been prepared at the Field Service Section for use by the Chief of Air 
Corps with the Bureau of the Budget. He was absent from this station just sight 
hours and five minutes, . 

Lieut. Joseph L. Stromme, who has been in Hawaii for the past three years, 
returned to the Field Service Section, He was assigned to this Section from 
1921 until 1923, and he received a hearty welcome upon his return, 

Lieut. Barney ii. Giles shortly expects to pilot a DH4lie2 to Woodward Field 
(Salt Lake City). He will proceed by rail from there to Santa Monica and will 
fly a Douglas 02-C back to Bolling Field. 


San Antonio Air Interisediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, August 17th. | 


First Lieut. Harry A. Halverson left this Depot August 7th, ferrying a VE-9 
to Hartford, Conn., for delivery to the Regular Arny Instructor with the Connec- 
ticut National Guard. From there he is under orders to proceed to Mitchel] Field, 
N.Y., to obtain a Loening Auphibian plane, which he will fly to Fairfield for a 
study there of shop practices and methods, From Fairfield he is to fly the 
Amphibian to Fort Crockett, Texas, for delivery to the 3rd Attack Group, and re- 
turn here by rail. 

Warrant Officer Albert Bloom is taking a month's leave of absence, 

First Lieut. John M. Clark returned from leave on August 4th and on the 12th 
was transferred to Kelly Field. He came to this Depot May 19, 1924, from France 
Field, Panama, this having been his second tour of duty at this Depot. His many 
friends here regret his departure, although glad to know that he will still be 
our neighbor at Kelly Field. 

First Lieut. James E,. Scheirer, Reserve, of Atlanta, Ga., was ordered to ac= 
tive duty training at this Depot from August 2nd to August 16th, arriving here 
Aug. 4th. This was his second period of active duty at the Depot, and he was 
greeted by many acquaintances made during his previous tour here in 1924, 

First Lieut. Frederic B, Wieners has been on a two months’ leave of absence 
since August 4th. 

On Saturday, August 14th, the annual picnic of the officers and civilian 
employees of the San Antonio Air Interiediate Depot and their fanilies and 
friends was held at Koehler Park, San Antonio, with its cool groves and winding 
streaua, The weather was ideal and over 1,000 persons were in attendance through- 
out the day, An extended and varied prograr of events was held, including a 
hotly contested ball game between tea:as of Headquarters and Depot Supply, the 
latter winning 8 to 6, At noon a suuaptuous barbecue, such as our own barbecue 
experts know how to prepare, was served, with ali the fixin's, and the hungry 


multitude was fed with precision and dispatch. A civilian band discoursed 


pleasing music during the day, and dancing was enjoyed from 4:00 to 7:00. Great 
credit is due the Duncan Field Civilian Club, under whose supervision the picnic 
Was held, as it was a most joyous occasion to all present, 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Sept-. 1. 


Pursuant to orders, the Commanding Officer, Major John H. Pirie, Air Corps, 
~19< V-5596, A.C. 
















left here Auzust 26th by rail for Fairfiel 1, Ohie, thence via air in an O-1 
plane to Piast Pa., to narticipate in tne ‘National Races 

First Lieut. HZarle H, oe cnkin, Air’-Corps, ferrying General Patrick's new 
Douglas 0-2 from California to Washin. ston, mede a short stop at this station on: 
the 23rd for a few minor adjustiuents. : y 

Cadet Sparhawk and Sgt. Lutes, in a Douglas 0-2, arrived here Aucust 25th 
for a few minor repairs, returning to Fort. Crockett, Texas, the following day, 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Pexas, August 39th. 





Captain A.B. McDaniel, A.C., Secretary of the Air Corps Advanced. Flying 
School, took off Saturday, July 24th, for McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the 
purpose of attending a meeting of the Board of Officers who will deteriine the 
relative suitability of the Curtiss Boeing and the Huff-Daland Pursuit rrenieg 
airplanes, 

snstlongge photographs of landing fields at Galveston, Lockport and Aransas 
Pass were made by lst Lieut. R.T. Cronau, A.C., Comsanding’ Officer of the 22nd 
Photo Section, Kelly Field, and Staff Sergeant "Ray Ward, photognaphsr of the 
2end Photo Section, These pictures will be made into a mosaic map of the landing 
fields for use in selection of a gunnery site for the Advanced Fiying School. 

Technical Serseant Wiliiaa R. Church of the 42nd School Squadron left August 
lst for a tour of foreign service in the Philippine Islands, 

Seven ifartin Bombers flew to Waco on August 5th.and returned on the 6th. The 
mission was to bomb Waco = to destroy the bridges around the city in order to 
halt the advance of an ins ganery md ermy advancing from Dallas. The mimic 


warfare was highly successful. All bridges were bombed thoroughly (theoretically. 
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Scott Field, Belleviltc, 113 Aarust 29th, 


The foliowing.students completed their free balioon training and are now 
ready for observation training in captive balloons: Lieuts. H.-G. Dawidson, H.G. 
Fisher, J.P. Kirkendall, R.R. Selway, Jr., J.P. Kidwell, A.J. Yauzer. 


Pilots who visited Scott Field during the past two weeks were Captains Youny. 


Woolsey, Wocten, Lieuts. Hutchins, Palmer and Halverson, 

Fifteen airship flights were ’ made during the past two weeks for a total. of 
29 hours,-also five free balloon fiights for a total of 16 hours, 17 ainutes. - 

The ‘wind up of the free balloon course was rather an exciting event, espe- 
cially for the participants, Lieuts. Selway and Kidwell. These officers were 
scheduled to complete their free balloon training on the same day and at the saue 
hour, which necessitated a take off in formation with théir solo balloons. They 
decided to make a race of it, and the bets were placed» The start was witnessed 
by a group of oversyiapathetic "rated" old timers; but it was a wide-eyed sur- 
prised farmer who happened to be present at the swashing, dragging, and cursing 
finish. No end of fun, This hectic finish was the outcome of the budding 
pilots' frantic effort at the start of the race to locate a favorable wind, but 
the weather or climate, or their accessories refused to put out anything more 
than an occasional puff, Their ballast was now doing duty in the craws of numer- 
ous barn-yard fowls, ‘and the race was in the hands of the weather man, Allah and 
his aids. Only prayer and the judges could help them now, and with the appear= 
ance of such technical points as ties, telephone wires, creeks and fences to 
hinder these already befogged judges, "they had no easy time in determining just 
who was the victor of this sand storia, Licut. Kidwell has undoubtedly traversed 
the greatest distance (if vertical travel and travel by land and water were to be 
considered), But such things were not considered “au fait" in a balloon race, 
hence the prize was consumed by the judges. 


Scott Field, Belleville, I11., August 25th. 





Colonel Joseph A. Baer, the General’ Staff member in charge of the Service 
Schools, arrived: on the post August 19th and inspected the activities of the 
Balloon and Airship School, the 9th Airship Company barracks and mess, and con- 
ferred with Coionel John A. Paegelow on matters pertaining to the School, 

Pilots who visited Scott Field during the past two weeks were Major McChord, 
Captain Ballard, Lieuts, Carter, Finch, Kenny, Aldrin, Cornelius, Brookley, 
Frost, Owens and Twining. 

Flying time since last report: Liz shter-thaneair, 15 flights for a total of 
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28 hours, 10 minutes; Heaviersthaneair, 21 flights, 11 hours, 30 minutes. 

Capo. J.O. Van Ingen returned t- luty Au-uct 8th. He was on temporary duty 
in charge of weteorological work at Fairfield since March 10th, and will now be 
in charge of that work at Scott Field, 

Captain and irs, Bruce Butler engineered an officers’ picnic on the night of 
August ist for the entertainiuent of a croup of visiting officers fror Brooks 
Field. All ground vehicles ovtainable were mobilized for the occasion. Food, 
water, music and Second Lieutenants were piled in together and the formation took 
off. They landed in a hey stack some twenty miles north by east from the field 
ani chose that spot for their picnic, No end of fun was had by all and only one 
rib fractured. On the following day some of the Brooks Field officers took off 
for home, 

The Scott Field Baseball Tea: of the Delle Clair League redeeued itself with 
a5 to O victory over the Belleville Bob Whites on Sunday, August 23rd, Private 
Track of the Sth Company was in Big League pitching form and allowed the Bob 
Nnites only four hits, whereas the Scott Ficllers were slugging the ball like the 
oid Babe himself, 

The Scott Field football team will start practice next week in preparation 
for a hard ani lonz season. This schedule already includes such formidable op- 
ponents as Fort Sheridan and Jefferson Uarracks, but they feel confident that 
with Licut. "Bull" Davidson (recent coach of the Brooks Field Cactus Juapers) for 
a pilot, they will weather all storas and bring home the coveted chaupionship. 


Langley Field, Va., sucust 2nd, 





The month of July wes one of extreue actiity for Langley Field, during which 
the seventh caup of the junior components of the Aray was in training, to be fol- 
lowed by }¥wo .aore, The increase in the aaount of summer training over previous 
years was evidenced by the fact that more ioney was disbursed by the Finance 
Officer during July than in any other .aonth since the war. 

Several servics tests of consileratle importance were conducted, 

The. field was visited by several listinzuished visitors, aiong whol were lir. 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, Goneral Patrick, General Fechet and Governor 
Byrd of Virginia, 

lith Bonbarduent Souadron: The squadron wade 39 flights the past week for 
atotal of 23 hrs. 50 min. One cross-ccuntry was made to Pope Field, N.C., and 
return, ferrying a rudder to the TC-5 forced down at that station. 

The llth was the first squadron on the fijeld to recceive one of the new Huff- 
Dalani planes, Work was started on the asseubly of sae. 

20th Bom;bardaent Squadron: Much of the flying done by personnel of this or- 
ganization the past week was in connection with ROTC training, 17 hours and 35 
uinutes being flown, comprising 17 flichts. According to reports from the in- 
structins personnel some very gool results were cbtained. 

An intoresting feature of this work was an acrial review and demonstration 
put on by members of this station for the benefit of the ROTC and ChTC, Members 
of these branches visited here from Fort Monroe to witness the demonstration, and 
upon its conclusion here the flight proceeted to Tort Eustis where another review 
was held. Three Martin Sombers were furnishel for the flicht by this squadron. 
The pilots participatinz from this organization were Capt. W,H. Hale, Licuts. 
M.S, Fairchild ani E.M. Morris, 

96th Bowbardaent Squairon: The Squadron hung up 80 hours and 50 uinutes in 
the air so far this month, The baschall team was defeated by the Pocquosson azg- 
gregation 7 to 3. 

The $6th Squadron beat is in perfect running condition, and all seen to be 
enjoying themselves except one “Old Sea Doz", Private Costello, who went out in 
the Back River with a s.all gale blowinz and becasue sea sick, This was very 
queer, for he is supposed to have sailed many a dark blue sea im many a story 
nicht and has traveled the world over. 
lsth Airship Company: The Airship TC-5 flew a five tracking problen to 
il the Neval redio station at Virginia each to check their radio compasses. A 
course within a radius of 10 miles of the Virginia Beach station was first flown, 
efter which the airship flew directly out to sea froi the Virginia Capes for a 
distance of 15 miles. As the airshin flew along its course it sent constant 
raiio siznals to the cround station ani the exaet bearings of the aircraft were 
registered fhe ground radio loop. Waile checkin: the position of the airship by 
raiio the Naval base station, by visunl tracking instruments and by checking thes: 
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visual readines the radtic compasses were calitrated, The test was made so that 
airera’s ani services veesols way bu uli ts ceeure aecccrete radi bearings fron 
the Naval station at Virzinia Beach to ait then in navigation. 

The total flying time for the 19th Airship Company for July was 108 hours 
55 minutes, aircraft hours, and 736 hours and 55 minutes, man hours, breaking | 


all prev: 


’ 

sous lishter-than-air flyin: time records at this station. All of the 
flying durin, the acnth was fortactical izissious ani instruction flishts. 
20th Photo Section: It is with rezret that the Section loses its Command. 
Officer, lst Lt. Georyze C. licDonald, who was ordered to Panama. He has been 

Commanding Officer for four years and under his zuidance the Section reached 
bie peak of perfection and efficiency, now being one of the best trained and 
equipped Pheto Sections in the air Corps. With him goes our hearticst wishes. 
Lieut. Guy Kirksey, his successor, just completed a tour of service in the 
Philippines. He has had a varied experience im phctosraphy and was photographic 
officer of the Porto Rican flight, Lieut. ticDonaldbeing pilot. embers of this 
jon are very glad to have a comianding officer of such a wide and valuable 
experience, and hope he will enjoy his sojourn with then, 
o0th Ovservation Squalron: The Squadron flew 591 hours, 43 winutes, aircraft 
ours, during July, «ost of which being in connection with the treining of 
National Guard and Reserve Officers. 

The Squadron is also conducting service tests on the O-2 planes to deter- 
tine service ceiling under various conditions. These tests, while not yet suf- 
ficiently under way to give definite ccnclusions, promise some very interesting 
results, 
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Langley Field, Haapton, Ve., Anupust 10th. 
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ptain Wa, Mw. Reading, lst Lieuts. i.G. Waters, 
Horace A. Lake, John R. Clinc, Fusene C, Rowley ani Wm, K. Andrews reported for 
15 days' active duty with the Scuatron, 

lst Lieut. Earle J. Carpenter, AC (DOL), Pa. Nat'l Guard, was on 15 days' 
active duty during the trainin: of the aboveenamed National Guard organization. 

The Squairon has a total of 591 hours and 43 minutes aircraft flying tine 
(1988 flishts) for the total training and operations of this :onth. 

20th Boab, Squadron: On Aug. 2nd the Wing Headquarters of this station put 
on an acrial demonstration for the benefit of the Asst. Sec. of War. The 20th 
Soad. Squadron participated in this event with one Martin Bomver which was pilot- 
ed by Capt, Cecil G. Sellers. The flight lasted about half an hour and our ship 
perforsel very crelitably under the able hands of Captain Sellers. 

llth soabardmont Squadron: The Squairon flew .a total of 14 hours during th 
pest wé6k, The llth flew a fornetion flight of threo ships for the assistant 
Secretary of War who visited this station. 

The first test hop of the new Huff-Daland proved a success. Only a few 
ainor details lJevelcped which are at present being corrected. 

19th Airship Company; Eight meuwbers of the Officers Reserve Corps reported 
Auzust lst for two weeks' training with this organization. 

Two free balloon flights were made this week, Capt. T.F. Stone piloting the 
first flicht and 2nd Lieut, ».T,. Starkey the second flight. 

The Airship TC-5 with Capt. Chas. P. Clark in comaand, left Aug. 6th for & 
cross-country to Lakchurst, N.J. and the Sesqui-Centennial at Philadelphia. 


50th Observation Souatron: Sa 











Lancley Field, Va., Aucust 14th. 





The Vought airplane was ferried to Philadelphia August 14th by Major Oscar 
Westover, C.0. of Langley Field, to be used for sky writing in connection with 
the National Air Races to be held at that place. 

Pilots from Langloy Field designate to participate in the National Air 
Races at Philadelphia were as follows: Bombardment Planes, C-1, Pilates = lst 
Lt. K.N. Walker, llth Zomb. Squadron; lst Lt. J.M. Davies, 20th Boab. Sqdn. 5 1st 
It. E,M. Morris, 96th Bomb. Sadn, Observation Planes, 0-2 = lst Lt. L.W.Websteor 
50th Obs. Sqin. Pursuit planes = Air Corps Tactical School, lst Lieut. WJ. 
McKiernan, Jr. 

50th Obs::vation Squadron: Capt. Reading, lst Lieuts. Andrews, Cline , Lake, 
Weters, anil 2nd Lt. Rowley, Air Corps, Reserve, completed 2 weeks' active duty 
with this organization. 
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tro.1 the weterless wastes of Schofield Barrocke 
na assuuuel the duties of 


Operations Officsr. 
ing activities were at a miniwun the 
urs, 25 winutes ceing wade. The slowines 
the fact that the Sqiadron has a new 

and a waiorsty ef the men and officers were busy asseuiblingit 
f 3 months, lst Lt. John M. Davies re geiggiton 28d to duty. 
walron: The Squadron flew a total of oure, 20 nin- 
ik, One crossecountry was made to ; O«, and re- 


dus more or less to 
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during the 
¢ for overhaul at that stetion. 
This week the new Huff-Daland spent 10 hours in the air on test hops. 
i _agaperdmert Sovadron: The Squadren hung up 27 hours, 50 minutes in the 
srelit so far this month and is still going strong, 
new arrivals in the Scuadcron is Captnin Parkin. 
+. Tholen Left for an extended visit to all of the principal countric 
OS, We ali. Wish hin the best of luck on his voyare, 
: hid With a record of 108 hours flyinz tine piled up for 
‘ : any is out to establish a new record for August. In 
née first two weeks of +his month tne Masiane TC-5 and TC+9 have already flown 
ver 10 hours, The arrivai of eighy reserve officers on July 21st, with thoir 
neAwe tim2, helped to bring the flyinz hours up to a hich mark, Two ncetion pic- 
ré wissions and two cross-country flichts algo helped to swell the total. 
eserve officers reportins for duty incluced Capts, Sarmel T. Moore and Wia. 
elger, Ist Lic, dAuurdsen and Kicrnan, 2nd lis, Sllen, icCracken, C.C. hurphy and 
Marphy. In aldition to airship work the Reserves all made observation balloon 
a 
b 
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ogee end three fires Lloon flights were sade possible by favorable winds, Tho 
ret flight ended near Is) e of wight Va., but the latter flights ended near the 
sant bank of the Jases River, Oupt. L.F. Stone, Lieuts. R. Kieburtz, L.T. Starke} 
d Warrant Officor R.#. basaier wore tho pilcts,. 
On Auzust 6th the Airship TC-5, with Capt. Charles F. visage and Lieut. W.A 
aot, pilots, flew to Philadelphia and Lakehurst. After flying above the Sesqui- 
Centennial Fair Grounds, the "Five" landed and took a score of newspaper Men as 
the guest of siajor John ‘eD. nnell, Air Corps, “i an at the Fair Grounds, 
for a short flizht, Later, Generals Leonard and Rockenback wade a flight over 
Philadelphia. The airship then Jeparted fer Ladieek: “ie Due to storia warnings 
it reiained at Lakehurst over night and returned to: Latigley Field in a record- 
breakins time of four ith 
On Auzust 2ni the TC-5 carried « motion picture photographer to Yorktown, an 
on Aucust llth, both i TO-5 and the TO-9 flew tc Waehineton, where anothor news 
el phot cerapher maie a picture of the two shins fiying over the wost beautiful 
cts of the District, Capt. C.P. Clark co:maanded the TC-9, with Capt. L.F.Stone 
and Lt. MeCracken (Reserve) as assistant pilots, Licut, W.A. Gray couanded the 
TC-5, with Lieut. R. Kieburtz and Warrart Officer R E Lassiter as assistant 
pilots. On the retusn trip Majors Rearian and Lincoln of the General Staff pilot. 
ed the TC-5, 
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Lansiey Field, Hanrton, Va., Ausust 21st. 





llth Bombardment Squairon: The Squadron flew a total of 12 hours, 40 minutes 
the past week. Practicaily all of the flyin; time was made in test hops. 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Capt. Hale left for a cross-country flight to th 
New Encland States on the 17th. 

S9th Service Squadron: Tech. Sct. Glascock and Staff Set. Glenn are on cror 
country to Philadelphia, Pa., as crew chiefs with major L.H. Brercton, on the re 
ular training flicnt of the 2nd sombarduent Group. 











oé6th Bor baravent Squadron: Capt. Francisco is in coimand durin;; the absence 
of Capt. “Rust. who left for witchel Field frou which place he will leave for 
Phila Prey to visit the Sesqui-Centennial. 


ie 
Our Squadron boat «niv., took second place in the Water Carnival race held at 
Norfolk, Va., which is better than can de expected considering the competition, 
having raced asainst 40 to 60 hip. imoters, while ours has only a 32 hap. actor, 

50th Observation Squadron: The alias National Guard completed the first hal 

their two weeks! training period, page’ the 50th. The majority of their pilcts 

Solocd services type observation hance, ‘cluding the O-2, 

The operations of the Squadron “turin, the past week included artillery acjus 
m2o= V-5596, AC 














sent missions and towins tarcets for the Coast Art. at Ft* hionroe, Va., training 


= we = * $ i) oa 2 9 4 ean 2 sre we at  ¥ - lal ue A , 
avionsi Cuard, service test of [2 vnlans aul verious other sualier details, 


Lancley Field, Va., August 2&th. 
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1th Bombard:aent Sguairon: The Squadron flew 16 hrs. 20 min. (27 flights). 
Practicalis aii of the flying was for the purposs of tasting the Huff-Deland, 

eQch Bonbarducnt Squadron: Eleven hours, 25 minutes were flown the past 
week, which seeas a bit above average considering the number of men working on 
the line during this perio1. 

The rersonnel emtirely recovered from the sickness which held thei confined 
to quarters during the first part of the week. 

96th Bombardaent Squadron: So far this ::onth the Squadron accuiulated 52 
hours, 5 minutes flying tinue. 








Heaccucrters Philippine Department, ianila, P.J., July loth. 
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Caan Nichols, Rizal, P.I, Owings to continued rains the condition of the 
flyins is such that this coicand perforiuiel less flyins this wicnth than for the 
past several sonths. The tctal men hours flying tine for June was 273 hrs, 10 
min., with 1201 flights. Totel aircraft flying tise, 142 hrs. 15 in. with 595 
flichts. ‘ 

With the sailin., of tne July Trensport this station lost about 125 of our en- 
listed pcrsonnel. Tiiis dii not reiuce the strength of the post below the uagual 
nunuber, as the May Trensport brought replacenaents for those departing for the 
States, However, their loss will be keenly felt, as many of them were holding 
down very important jovs arounit 

Kindley Field, Fort Milis, P.t. Lieut. Finley returned from China with a 
fine lot of rugs, linens, eS¢., an! we'll bet his bank account had a bai five 
weeks. Lieut, Sam Mills report2i for duty and was assigned to the Engincering 
Department. Capt. White, our 60° expert, received orders to Clark Ficli, which 
will leave us short a fli: zht surgeon and as congenial a coudle as we could wish 
for. 

The Enzineering Dept, just finished the complete overhaul of one of the 
Dougias Cruisers, and from the way tho boys ask for thet crate it looks like the 
job was a good one. Even though wo have hal a gcoid taste of the rainy scason,we 
have beon able to get in 64 hours with six pilots. 

A large part of the month was devcte! to general police work to get roady 
for the cowing inspecticn cf ilaj. Gen, Sladen, the Department Comander. 

Clark Fiell, Pampanza, P.I. iiost of the flying activity at Clark Field fer 
June was preparetory pursuit training for the new members of the command who ar- 
rived on the May transport. The new props arrived and were installed on the 3 
Pi9's in comaission at this station, althoush many complaints were heard froa 
the officers stationed at Cauwp Stotsendurg to the effect that those howling air- 
planes rudely interrupted their siestas. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Chidlaw and Lieut. and iirs, Spry arrived howe from China, 
brinzinz home many stories about the intricacies of Chinese and Japanese exchange 
rates, and also uany things they purchased there. They reported a good trip and 
a good time, 
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Lieut. Taylor finally arrived home from his trip with the Navy after cruising 


over half the Orient. He was also very enthusiastic over his trip and brouzsht 
heme many beautiful purchases. He spent so much time in China that we were be- 
sinning to think he would be an advocate cf the good old Chinese dishes, such as 
fried beetles and bird's nesi soup. Strance to say, though, he still runs in 
favor of the good old Ham end . 

Lieut. ani Mrs. Xenny and Lieut. and iirs. Cook bid farewell and sailed away 
oe a visit to China and Japan preparatory to their roturn to the U.S. They are 
going to catch the transport at Nazasaki, sailing fro: there to the States. 

Lieut. Bobzien reported for duty from Camp Nichols and reports that this st 
tion has it all over ‘lanila like the proverbial tent. We all heartily agree, veil 
though we doubt if the boarl cf censors will let this free advortising for Clark 
Field zet by. 

We are eazerly awaiting the arrival of some more D-12 motors so we can get 
the rest of our PW-9's in cormission. As it is the pilots who draw them each 
morning give vent to many loud huzzehs, while those who draw our Mb's titi) 
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The Operations Officer leads a dog's life trying to satisfy everyone. 
. P 


The aircraft flying hours for tie wicnth were: 123 hrs. 25 win; man hours, 
173 hrs’ iQ minut 9 SS8e 


Wrielt, Ficid. Fairfield, 0,, Aucust 16th. 





Cent. Edward Laughlin, Engineer Officer, recently returned fro a two weeks' 
yp to San Antonio, The journey was wade in a DH, ani stops were made at Sectt 
Field, Post Field, Love Field and other points en route, 
lost of the time at San Antonio was taken up in engineerin > inspecticn at 

Dunean Field (San Antonio Air Interucdiate Depot) and Kelly Field. Cant. Lausi- 
lin is no stranger to those activities for he was “neha Offices at the Depot 
when it was et Dalias and after it was uoveid tc San Artonio, for several years 
previous to his transfer to Fairfield; in fact, the reusrkable deveiomsent and 


present efficiency of the repair shops at San Aetonk are largely due to his ef- 
forts; and the good work has been continuei by those who have succeaied hin as 
Engineer Officer, Lieuts. McMullen, Branshaw, Vanaman and others, end by the 
loval civilian employees who have stayed with the Air Corps through oj2 is 
difficulties, 

Capt. Laughlin says thet he has no special report to make, findins; much to 
commend and little i ‘Wekicice, He broucht back several good ideas, which can 
be used to advantage at the repair shons here. Altogether, the trip was weil 


worth while, ani Capt. Leushlin hopes to visit other fields within tne Cont#o) 
Area when an opportunity is effordsd, 

Capt. Alfrei H. Thiessen, Signal Corns, reported for duty August 9th. Capt. 
Charles 7.0, suckner, wi2disul Corps, who couwpleted a tour of foreign service, re- 
ported at Wrizht Field carly in avegust., Other. aew arrivals are Capt. S.A, blair 
and Lieut. @.C, Wnitehoad, who reported fo: luty at the Field Service Section. 

Licut. S,G. Frierson wes epocinted. Staticn Supply Officer, succcedling Lt. 
Ira R. Koeniz, who was appointed Fost Exchange Officer in addition to his regular 
work as Finance Officer 

Lieuts.s.¢, Frierson and 0.0. Niervarth assisted in the dedication of the 
Grand Rapids Airport, Grand Rapids, Mich. They made. the trip by air on the norn- 
ing of July 3lst, returning to Wright Field August 2nd. 

Wr. and Mrs. C.G,. Mathys of Madison, Wis., wre spending their vacation with 
irs, Mathy's brother, Lieut, 0.0. Nierzarth, 

Major George H. Brett visited Chanvte and Scott Fields on August 9th and 
10th, the trip beinz made by air. While at Chanute he attenled a dinner dance at 
the Champaign Country Ciub, Major Wa, C. iMeChcrd actins as host to 14 guests. On 
August 16th Major Brett flew to Norton Field for a conference at Corps Area Hars., 
returning to Wright Field on the same day. 





Wrizht Fieli, Fairfield, Chio, Scrt. 1, 


Capt. Edw. Laughlin, Chief Fucireer Officer at the Fairfield Air Interiedi- 
ate Depot, seems to be inlispenseabic at the annual air races. No matter how wuch 
he seeks to avoid thea he is nevertholess orlersd to participate. He received or- 
ders to proceed to Philadelphia for teuporary duty in connection with the races 
fficers from Wright Fieid lesigncted to participate in the races at Phila- 
deiphia wer2 Licuts. C.C. Nutt, 0.0. Nierzarih and Capt. John G. Colgan. 

The following pilots ferried Q-1. planes from Selfridge Field to Wright Field: 
Cart. John G. Colgan, Its. H.F. Rouse, &.J. Whitehead, Sgts. C.C. Coffin and J.G. 
O'Necl, These airpnenes were fitted up wth apo streamlinin; at the Repair 
Depot and then ficwn to Philadelphia for use in the Races. 

The four airclarcs which are deine equipsed with radio receiving and send- 
ing sets, two tarjet reels, and nicht-fly:ng equipuent, are now completed. They 
Will shorsly be flown to the aber dsen Proving oes Md., where they will be 

d in several gunnery projects. 

Mr. Reales AL Deepa, in cherge of the In struyent Room et the Fairfield Air 
Intermediate Depot, } oft icr dusy at the San Amsonio Depot for a few weeks to 
assist the Bazineer Officer there in the installation of new equipment for the 
repair and test sae of aircr ni instrume rs. ; 

A new PT~1, which was st received at the Pepair Depot, is being asseubled 
for service test ater t phe jee jon of the Engiresring Department. 

Capt. F.I. Ecslin arrived frou Melty in 4 G~. Aug. 2%th, with 6 passengers. 
They left the Kellowiala day for Boliin,; “iel: en route to Philadelphia. 
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Capt. Jack Beam and Lt. H.H. Reily, Kelly Field, ferried two Jennics fron 
there to Wright Field and returne] te Kelly by raii the sane evening. 

Lt. L.J. Maitland is on temporary duty in tire Office Chief of Air Corps, 

Lt, H.A. Halverson, en route to Fort Crockett, Texas, in a Loening Amphibi- 
an, stopped for several days at Wright Field. 

Mr. J.D.Riblet,of the Supoly Depot,went to Europe on 3 months' vacation, 

It. John S. Gullet, Bolling Field, recently visited here on his way to 
Cleveland to obtain possession of a new Peerless and drive it to Bolling Field, 

Lt. Earle H. Tonkin piloted a special Douglas O-2 plane for the Chief of Air 
Corps from Santa Monica, Calif, to Wrizht Field, It is being siven several Coats 
of blue Lacquer and Lt. Tonkin will then take it to Bolling Ficld, 


Headouarters 2nc Div. Air Corps, Ft’ Sam Houston, Texas, Aus. 23. 





An airplane accident occurred on Aug. 16th resulting in the death of Flying 
Cadet Durani C, Bazire of the 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Tex., on tempo- 
rary duty here as instructor during the Reserve Officers Training Camps, Cadet 
Bazire was flying to Kelly Field with Pvt. John C, Brown, 12th Obs. Sqdn. as pas- 
senger. When about half a mile northwest of the flying field at about 150 feet 
altitude it seeus the motor of his JN6 stopped, and being low and with insuffi- 
cient flying speed the ship spun into the ground, a total “wash-out". The pas- 
senger's injuries were severe, one arm being broken in several places. He also 
sustained painful scalp wounds and bruises. This accident is all the more sad as 
Cadet Bazire had just arrived at the goal he had striven for the last four years- 
a commission as 2nd It. in the Air Corps, Rez. Army. A telegram from his father, 
Capt. Charles I, Bazire, QC, on duty in the Quartermaster General's Office in 
Washington, had just been received by Cadet Bazire that he had successfully pass- 
ed his examination and would be proffered his commission iumediately. All the 
regular officer personel erd ali Reserve officers under training here were 
present at the funeral services, The body was shipped to his home, Hasbrouck 
Heights, N.J., accompanied by ist Lt. W.R,. Sweeley, A.C. 

Cross-country solo flights in formation were made to Austin, Texas, by liajor 
Feasel, Lts. Clark, Harkey and LeBreton, A.C.R., for purposes of training. The 
mission was reported successful. 


Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, H.T. Aucust 12th, 





A flight of three planes went to Molokai recently to mark the landing fields 
already established and to locate new ficids on the islands of Molokai and Lanai. 
The flight consisted of Capt. Signer with Sct. Kilp; Lt. Davidson with St .Dorcy 
in the radio plane, and Lt. O'Connell carrying lime and other supplies in the 
third ship. The flight worked hard for the first three days and then enjoyed a 
two days’ hunting trip. Davidson and O'Connell each got a deer, Everyone enjoy- 
ed the hospitality of Mr. and irs. Lloyd Arnold,, Mgr. of the Libbey Pineapple 
Plantation on wlolokai and one ofthe keenest supporters of the Air Corps in the 
Islands. He was a pilot overseas during the late war. Lt. O'Connell thinks that 
Davidson may develop into a hunter under careful supervision and instruction. It 
is rumored that Lt. O'Connell atte..pted to run down his deer but that it refused 
to run, charged, and when Capt. Signer and Lt. Davidson arrived on the scene of 
action the brave hunter had retreated over a boulder head first. 

Coast Artillery large caliber practice season is in full swing and the 
Wheeler Field observers are blossowing forth with brilliant application of the 
principles laboriously gleaned during the winter months in the class room, Most 
of them, due to a forced issue of dcts and dashes, are swinging a wicked radio 
key. The Radio Corporation of America ani the liarconi System are now engaged in 
spirited bidding for the services of Lt. Joseph W. Benson at such tine as he may 
retire from the service. 

Under the direction of Lt. Jack O'Connell, Engineer Officer, a concrete run- 
way is beinz constructed between the flying hangar and the engineer hangar. 

Whiie in pursuit of some elusive grid leaks, Lt. W.G. (Static) Snith becane 
infected with the deadly electron ani spent a few days on sick report. Runor has 
it that the drawn eni haggard countenance which enlisted the sympathy of Capt, 
Doc Shook is due mainly to sittineg up until 3 a.m. trying to work South Africa 
on the short wave radio se%, 

Lt. Robert Moor and the allied ar ms hunted coats on Mauna Loa while on 
leave at the Kilauea Rest Canp. 
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